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BOROUGH  OF  SLOUGH 


HEALTH  AND  SANITATION  COMMITTEE 


January  to  May,  1953. 

Chairman : 

Councillor  F.  S.  G.  Room,  j.p.,  c.c. 


Vice-Chairman  ; 

Councillor  F.  Warwick. 


Alderman  P.  Lightfoot,  j.p. 

(Deputy  Mayor)  (ex-officio). 

Alderman  Mrs.  M.  J.  Morgan. 
Councillor  F.  C.  Bowyer. 
Councillor  L.  R.  Chambers. 
Councillor  E.  L.  Clarke. 
Councillor  Mrs.  J.  M.  B.  Gibson. 


Councillor  W.  H.  Jennings,  j.p. 
Mayor)  (ex-officio). 

Councillor  Mrs.  D.  M.  Mitchell. 
Councillor  H.  Olding. 
Councillor  J.  G.  Richards. 
Councillor  A.  Simpson. 
Councillor  W.  S.  Stoves. 


May  to  December,  1953. 

Chairman  : 

Councillor  F.  S.  G.  Room,  j.p.,  c.c. 

Vice-Chairman  : 

Councillor  W.  S.  Stoves  (resigned  10.9.53). 
Councillor  A.  Simpson  (from  13.10.53). 


Alderman  Reg.  C.  Abbott,  j.p. 

(Mayor)  (ex-officio). 

Vlderman  j.  Manning 
Deputy  Mayor)  (ex-officio). 
Vlderman  Mrs.  M.  J.  Morgan. 
Alderman  A.  E.  Ward,  c.a. 
Councillor  F.  C.  Bowyer. 
Councillor  Mrs.  N.  B.  Denman. 


Councillor  Mrs.  J.  M.  B.  Gibson. 
Councillor  Mrs.  D.  M.  Mitchell 
Councillor  A.  Simpson  • 
(Appointed  Vice-Chairman  from. 
13.10.53). 

Councillor  J.  H.  Smith. 
Councillor  F.  Warwick. 

Councillor  R.  T.  Crawshaw 
(from  10.11.53). 
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Public  Health  Department  Staff 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Macdonald  A.  Charrett,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector : 

Leslie  A.  Stroud,  d.p.a.,  f.r.san.i.,  f.s.i.a.  (1.  3.  4.  5). 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

J.  Sagar,  d.p.a.,  m.s.i.a.  (2,3.  4.  5). 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

L.  Hague,  m.s.i.a.  (2.  3). 

I.  D.  Preston,  a.r.san.i.  (2.  3). 

J.  A.  Quigg,  m.s.i.a.  (2.  3.  6.  7).  (Died  11.12.53.) 

R.  B.  C.  Smith,  a.r.san.i.,  m.s.i.a.  (2.  3). 

B.  C.  Upton,  a.r.san.i.,  m.s.i.a.  (2.  3). 

District  Sanitary  Inspector  (Junior)  : 

T.  P.  Jarrett  (2). 

Pest  Conrol  Officer : 

J.  H.  Hyatt. 

Secretary /Senior  Clerk : 

Miss  M.  L.  Lewis. 

Laboratory  Technician/Mortuary  Assistant : 

C.  G.  Wood. 

Public  Analyst : 

Eric  Voelcker,  a.r.c.s.,  f.i.c., 

Stuart  House,  1,  Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C.4. 

KEY  TO  QUALIFICATIONS. 

1.  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  Sanitary  Inspector. 

2.  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Joint  Board  as  Sanitary 

Inspector. 

3.  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

4.  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  Smoke  Inspector. 

5.  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  in  Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Building  and 

Public  Works. 

6.  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  in  Food  Hygiene. 

7.  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Association  of  Scotland  as  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Othei 

Foods. 
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Health  Department, 

“  Glenhartie,” 

15,  Bath  Road, 

SLOUGH. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Slough. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  fifth  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1953. 

My  first  duty  is  to  record,  with  regret,  the  death  on  11th  December, 
1953,  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Quigg,  one  of  the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors,  after  a 
short  iUness.  Mr.  Quigg  is  missed  not  only  by  his  colleagues  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  but  also  by  many  people  outside  the  sphere  of  the  Council’s  activities 
where  his  unbounden  energy  made  him  a  very  popular  figure. 

Looking  at  the  year  from  the  point  of  view  of  general  activity  in  the 
town  the  emphasis  lay  once  again  upon  preparation — preparation  for  the 
day  when  the  improved  sewage  facilities  would  allow  more  widespread 
building,  preparation  for  the  day  when  the  London  County  Council  would 
send  the  first  inhabitants  to  the  new  Langley  Estate  and  preparation  for  the 
day  when  the  Borough  Council’s  great  new  housing  programme  would 
begin  to  show  some  relief  to  those  on  the  housing  list.  The  close  of  the 
year  saw  all  these  preparations  at  a  stage  when  each  was  hkely  to  be  realised 
in  the  near  future. 

So  far  as  vital  statistics  are  concerned  1953  was  a  record  year.  The 
birth  rate  which  had  fallen  continuously  since  1947  except  for  a  pause  in 
the  decline  in  1951,  dropped  still  further  in  1953  and  reached  the  lowest 
figure  ever  recorded.  There  were  other  low  records  during  the  year, 
however,  in  which  pride  can  be  taken — the  still-birth  rate  of  16.55  per  1,000 
total  births  (0.24  per  1,000  population)  and  the  infant  mortaUty  rate  of 
23.13  per  1,000  live  births  are  the  lowest  recorded  in  this  town  and  the 
death  rate  at  7.68  per  1,000  population  is  the  lowest  but  one  ever  found — 
1942  with  a  crude  death  rate  of  7.2  still  holds  the  record. 

A  number  of  what  might  be  called  the  conventional  infectious  diseases 
showed  an  increase  during  the  year.  Scarlet  fever  produced  215  cases,  the 
highest  so  far  known,  puerperal  pyrexia  was  high,  and  pneumonia  proved 
Ito  be  troublesome.  On  the  whole,  however,  the  diseases  were  mild  in 
Itheir  nature  and  no  deaths  are  recorded  from  any  notified  case. 

I  Against  that  rather  gloomy  cloud  can  be  set  the  silver  lining  of  polio- 
Imyelitis  and  tuberculosis.  The  number  of  cases  of  polio — seven — is  smaller 
■than  has  been  experienced  since  1949  and  for  that  we  must  be  thankful. 
■While  it  is  unfortunately  true  that  there  is  no  sure  preventive  measure 
■against  this  disease  the  probable  methods  of  spread  are  becoming  clearer 
pnd  stricter  methods  of  hygiene  in  contacts  of  cases  may  mitigate  against 
the  spread. 

I  The  story  of  tuberculosis  presents  the  brightest  picture  for  many  a 
long  year.  So  far  as  the  number  of  notifications  is  concerned  we  have  only 
|o  go  back  to  1946  to  find  a  lower  figure  but  at  that  time  notification  was 
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less  complete  than  it  is.  today.  The  fact  that  notifications  have  fallen  for 
two  successive  years,  the  latter  a  year  of  Mass  Radiography  is,  I  think,  a 
sign  of  real  hope  that  the  disease  is  coming  under  control  and  is  of  much 
greater  significance  than  the  phenomenal  decrease  in  the  death  rate  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  which  is  now  hardly  one-sixth  of  that  found  seven 
years  ago. 

Heart  disease  and  cancer  were  stiU  the  most  frequent  causes  of  death, 
but  while  the  former  had  increased  and  in  1953  caused  over  35%  of  all 
deaths,  cancer  decreased  quite  considerably.  Vascular  lesions  of  the 
nervous  system  in  third  place  and  pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  fourth,  main¬ 
tained  their  usual  places,  but  whereas  other  diseases  of  the  circulatory 
system  and  accidents  were  still  equal  fifth  tuberculosis  disappeared  from  the 
list  for  the  first  time  and  its  place  was  taken  by  suicides,  of  which  there  were 
no  less  than  eleven  cases  during  the  year.  I  have  tried,  in  the  body  of  the 
report,  to  introduce  a  novel  feature  in  the  presentation  of  statistics,  by  i 
giving  the  loss  of  working  years  caused  by  the  commonest  causes  of  death 
— the  relative  importance  of  suicide,  accidents  and,  still,  tuberculosis  is  j 
thereby  emphasised. 

There  were  no  major  legislative  changes  relating  to  public  health  during 
the  year,  but  the  Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations,  1953,  doj 
allow  more  adequate  measures  to  be  taken  more  quickly  where  food 
poisoning  is  concerned. 

In  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  section  of  the  report  a  reference  tol 
the  probability  of  slum  clearance  in  the  comparatively  near  future  is  worthyl 
of  note.  The  opportunity  to  provide  good  houses  throughout  the  BoroughJ 
will  be  most  welcome. 

Another  reference  worth  noting  relates  to  food  hygiene.  Mr.  Strouc 
points  out  that  members  of  the  public  have  the  power,  by  making  complaints 
where  necessary,  to  improve  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  every  premise 
where  food  is  sold.  The  average  person  hates  making  a  fuss  or  scene  but 
legitimate  complaint  to  the  management  with  subsequent  remedy  of  th^ 
defect  may  save  fellow-citizens  from  discomfort,  illness  and  perhaps  ever 
from  death. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Health  and  Sanitation  Committee  and  the  Count 
for  their  support  and  assistance  during  the  year,  and  to  Councillor  F.  S. 
Room,  J.P.,  C.C.,  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  and  Sanitation  Committee, 
would  like  to  express  a  special  word  of  appreciation. 

To  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  foj 
their  continued  loyal  support  throughout  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


September,  1954. 


MACDONALD  A.  CHARRETT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Healti 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1953 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  .  6,276  acres 

Population  :  Registrar-General’s  Estimate  for  mid-1953  .  66,950 

Number  of  dwelling  houses,  including  flats,  at  31st  March, 

1954  (according  to  rate  books)  .  17,888 

Rateable  value  as  at  31st  March,  1954  . ,(^626,410 

Estimated  Product  of  Penny  Rate,  1954/1955  .  £1,S(>Q 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 

Live  Births  ;  Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate .  441  448  889 

Illegitimate  31  31  62 

Total  .  472  479  951 

Crude  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  =  14.20 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  (allowing  for  sex 

and  age  of  the  population) .  =  12.64 

(Comparability  factor —  0.89.) 

'till-Births  :  Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate .  9  7  16 

Illegitimate  .  .  .  .  -  - 

Total  .  9  7  16 


Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births 
Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  population 


)eaths 


Males 

265 


16.55 

0.24 

Females 

249 

7.68 


Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  = 

Corrected  Death  Rate  (allowing  for  sex 

and  age  of  the  population)  =  9.29 

(Comparability  figure — 1.21.) 

National  Death  Rate — 11.4  per  1,000  population. 

Ratio  of  Local  Death  Rate  to  National  Rate — 0.81. 


Total 

514 


fant  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  i  year  of  age). 
Deaths ;  -  -  .  _ 

Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate  . 


Total 


Males 
12 
4 

16 


Females 
5 
1 


Total 

17 

5 

22 


Rate  for  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  =  23.13 

National  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  —  26.8 


Neo-natal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age), 


Deaths  ;  Maks  Females 

Legitimate  .  8  3 

Illegitimate  .  2 

Total  .  10  3 

Rate  for  all  infants  under  28  days  of  age 

per  1,900  live  births  =  13.67 

Death  Rates  per  1,000  population  : 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  0.09 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  .  0.09 

Cancer  .  1.19 

Other  Deaths :  Males  Females 

Cancer  .  39  41 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles  .  .  .......  .  .  1 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary  .  5  1 

Non-Pulmonary . 


Total 

11 

2 

13 


Total 

80 


1 
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1.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

BOROUGH. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  year  began  with  a  mainly  dry  but  rather  cold  month,  which  went 
out  with  a  strong  gale  and  unprecedented  floods  along  the  East  Coast  and 
Thames  Estuary,  and  then  followed  snowstorms  and  cold  weather  until 
the  middle  of  February,  when  it  became  exceptionally  mild.  March  was  a 
still  month  and  there  were  frequent  morning  fogs  with  temperatures 
slightly  below  the  average. 

April  was  mainly  unsettled,  while  May  was  generally  warm  and  sunny, 
Ibut  thunderstorms  occurred  frequently  during  the  latter  half  of  the  month 
land  these  continued  into  June,  making  it  a  rather  cool  and  dull  month. 
Ijuly  became  rather  unsettled  after  a  reasonably  good  start,  but  August 
Iwas  brighter  than  usual  and  even  if  no  drier  than  the  average  was  at  least 
fair  and  warm  for  the  first  half  of  the  month.  September  was  a  mixed 
lonth  with  average  air  temperatures  and  rainfall,  but  more  than  the  usual 
lount  of  sunshine  ;  gales  occurred  towards  the  end  of  the  month  but 
lied  out  fairly  rapidly  and  October  was  notably  less  windy  than  usual. 
The  remainder  of  the  year  was  unusually  mild  and  dry  but  sunshine  was 
jelow  the  average  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  fog  both  in  November 
|ind  December. 

1953  can,  I  think,  be  looked  upon  as  a  year  of  final  preparation  for  the 
Ixpansion  which  is  very  shortly  to  occur.  Any  persons  who  may  have  had 
pubts  as  to  the  intention  of  the  London  County  Council  to  build  houses 
p  the  Langley  estate  had  them  finally  dispelled  during  the  year  and  the 
Deed  with  which  final  preparations  of  the  site  and  the  initial  stages  of 
funding  itself  took  place  must  have  astonished  many.  One  new  school — 
junior  one — on  the  new  estate  appeared,  from  a  distance,  to  be  near 
Dmpletion,  but  much  work  still  remains  to  be  done  inside  and  it  will  not 
|e  ready  for  occupation  until  September,  1954. 

Neither  has  the  Slough  Borough  Council  been  idle.  The  Priory  Estate, 
Burnham,  consisting  of  566  houses,  was  virtually  completed  during 
)53  and  there  was,  as  the  result,  a  slight  temporary  easing  of  the  housing 
Ituation  but  no  real  diminution  of  the  housing  list  can  really  be  expected 
atil  the  large-scale  completion  of  houses  on  the  Wexham  estate  has  been 
bcomplished.  In  addition  to  the  last-mentioned  estate  which  will  consist, 
the  first  place,  of  792  houses  and  on  which  work  is  already  well  under 
|ay,  564  houses  are  to  be  erected  for  the  Borough  Council  on  the  new 
Dndon  County  Council  Housing  estates ;  314  at  Langley  and  approximately 
fO  at  Farnham  Royal. 

The  small  estate  at  Haymill,  consisting  of  128  houses,  which  is  already 
jider  construction,  is  one  which  causes  much  satisfaction.  It  is  true  that 
;  number  of  houses  is  small  but  the  site  was  made  available  by  the  demoU- 
pn  of  ex-army  huts  which  had  served  as  temporary  housing  accommodation 
pee  the  war.  This  is  the  first  “camp”  to  be  demolished  and  as  the  others 
I  the  town  wiU,  as  soon  as  possible,  be  treated  likewise  it  does  seem  as  if 
pse  blots  will  disappear  from  our  midst  in  a  reasonably  short  period  of 
le. 

Now  that  plans  for  new  housing  in  the  town  can  be  put  into  operation, 
looks  as  if  in  another  three  or  four  years  Slough’s  housing  problems  will 
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virtually  have  ceased  to  exist,  particularly  as  there  is  fortunately,  no  very, 
great  problem  of  slum  clearance  to  be  carried  out. 


The  number  of  houses  completed  in  1953  was  262  as  compared  with 
183  in  1952,  72  in  1951  and  114  in  1950. 


The  sewage  works  extensions  which  have  featured  so  largely  in  the 
reports  for  the  last  few  years  are  now  rapidly  nearing  completion  and  it 
was  possible  to  relax  some  of  the  restrictions  on  building  which  had  existed 
for  a  number  of  years.  This  relaxation,  together  with  the  greater  availability 
of  building  licenses  led  to  an  increase  in  private  enterprise  construction. 


On  the  whole  a  feeling  of  sober  optimism  prevails  throughout  the  town  i 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  increased  population  means  a  greater  number 
of  persons  seeking  and  needing  work.  It  has  been  felt  in  some  quarters 
that  many  of  the  newcomers  wiU  continue  to  work  in  London.  Whether  I 
this  will  or  will  not  be  so,  only  time  will  tell,  but  opportunities  must  be  I 
provided  locally  for  those  wishing  to  work  near  their  homes. 


I  believe  that  towns  can,  in  some  ways,  be  compared  with  other  living! 
organisms  ;  they  either  grow  or  decay,  and  although  “Planning”  can, 
some  extent,  control  the  pattern  of  the  growth  it  cannot  supply  but  may 
destroy  the  vital  energy  which  is  needed  in  a  healthy  community. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS. 


After  allowing  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  the  Registrar-Gem 
credited  the  Borough  with  951  live  births  in  1953  :  472  were  males  and 
females. 
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The  crude  birth  rate  was  14.20  per  1,000  of  the  population  and 
was  0.83  per  1,000  less  than  that  of  1952  (15.03).  When  the  crude  birtj 
rate  has  been  multiplied  by  the  comparability  figure  of  0.89  the  correctej 
rate  of  12.64  is  obtained.  This  figure  allows  for  the  sex  and  age  distributioj 
of  the  local  population  and  the  rate  can  be  compared  with  the  Nation^ 
rate  or  with  any  local  rate  with  which  the  appropriate  comparability  figui 
has  been  used.  The  corrected  birth  rate  for  Slough  (12.64)  when  com] 
with  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  (15.5)  gives  a  ratio  of  0.81 
In  the  table  below  are  given  the  birth  rates  for  the  Borough  and  the  rat 
to  the  National  rate  since  1949. 


Ffl 


Corrected  Birth  Rate, 

Birth  Rate, 

Ratio  1 

Year 

Slough 

England  &  Wales 

Slough  : 

England  &  WalefI 

1949 

15.84 

16.9 

0.94  : 

1  1 

1950 

13.79 

15.9 

0.87  ; 

1  "  1 

1951 

13.62 

15.5 

0.88  : 

1 

1952 

13.38 

15.3 

0.88  : 

1 

1953 

12.64 

15.5 

0.81  : 

1 

^ti)l 


su 

Vii 


fittff 


'JJCCI 
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It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  birth  rate  has  continued  to  fall,  and  this 
year  to  fall  very  considerably.  In  previous  years  the  local  trend  has  followed 
the  National  one  but  while  there  was  a  rise  of  0.2  births  per  1,000  of  the 
population  in  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  the  rate  in  Slough  fell  by 
nearly  1  per  1,000. 

I  cannot  find  a  lower  birth  rate  in  the  records  and  it  is  perhaps  significant 
that  for  some  years  the  birth  rate  in  the  Borough  has  been  consistently 
below  that  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  Causes  for  such  events  are  not  easy 
to  find,  but  some  believe  that  lack  of  good  housing  accommodation  plays 
an  important  part ;  if  this  is  so,  then  the  next  few  years  should  show  a  rapid 
eversal  of  the  decline  in  the  birth  rate  in  this  town. 

ILLEGITIMACY. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  showed  an  increase  this  year  :  62 
ks  compared  with  44  for  1952.  This  means  that  6.52  per  cent,  of  births 
/ere  illegitimate  as  compared  with  4.39  in  the  previous  year.  A  rise  in 
Illegitimacy  is  usually  associated  with  war  or  major  social  upheavals  and 
from  the  end  of  the  last  war  until  1952  the  illegitimate  birth  rate  in  this 
lown  had  been  following  the  downward  National  trend.  No  upheavals 
p  a  national  scale  took  place  in  1952  when,  presumably,  the  greater  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  illegitimate  conceptions  took  place  and  it  is  difficult  to  find 
ly  material  change  in  social  circumstances  in  the  Borough  during  that 
leriod. 

While  too  much  emphasis  must  not  be  laid  upon  statistics  based  upon 
aall  numbers,  a  considerable  increase  in  illegitimacy  such  as  that  found  in 
)53  must  cause  some  concern. 

STILL-BIRTHS. 

The  registered  number  of  still-births  was  16  (9  males  and  7  females)  : 
|)ne  was  illegitimate.  This  figure  gives  a  stiU-birth  rate  of  16.55  per  1,000 
Ital  births  or  0.24  per  1,000  of  the  population.  In  1952  the  figures  were 
1.63  and  0.27  respectively. 

Once  again  there  has  not  only  been  a  decrease  in  the  still-birth  rate  but 
new  low  record  has  been  established.  The  rate  for  the  Borough  was 
85  below  that  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

DEATHS. 

After  correction  for  transferable  deaths  the  number  assigned  by  the 
it  igistrar-General  to  the  Borough  was  514  (265  males  and  249  females),  a 
t<  grease  of  57  on  the  total  for  1952. 

The  crude  death  rate  was  7.68  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared 
Ih  8.56  for  1952.  After  multiplying  by  the  comparability  figure  (1.21) 
corrected  rate  was  9.29  compared  with  the  National  Rate  of  11.4  and 
I  corrected  rate  for  Slough  of  10.36  in  1952.  The  death  rate  for  the  160 
anty  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  (including  London)  was  12.2  per  1,000 
pulation. 

The  seven  main  causes  of  death  during  1953,  in  numerical  order,  were 


Heart  diseases 
Cancer 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system . 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  . 

Accidents,  all  types 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 
Suicide  . 


181 

80 

58 

47 

18) 

18[ 

11 


9 


Heart  diseases  showed  the  only  numerical  increase  since  the  previousi 
year  and,  in  fact,  caused  over  35%  of  all  deaths.  Cancer  deaths  which  hac 
reached  the  record  number  of  134  in  1951  giving  a  rate  of  2.02  per  1,00C 
population  fell  only  shghtly  to  115  (1.72  per  1,000)  in  1952  but  decreasec 
very  sharply  to  80  deaths  in  1953,  a  rate  of  1.20  per  1,000  population.! 
With  comparatively  small  numbers  being  considered  there  must  be 
fluctuations  and  the  low  rate  found  in  1953  is  probably  of  no  greater  signifi-l 
cance  than  the  high  rates  in  1951  and  1952.  It  is,  however,  pleasant  to  see 
rate  lower  than  that  which  has  been  experienced  for  8  years. 


1952 

1953  1 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males 

Females 

Males 

1  FemalesI 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

11 

3 

5 

1  1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

1 

1 

— 

-  1 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

2 

1 

2 

—  1 

4. 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

—  1 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

— 

—  1 

6. 

Meningococcal  infection  . 

— 

— 

— 

—  1 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

—  1 

8. 

Measles . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

2  1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

9 

5 

4 

9  1 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

19 

4 

15 

1  1 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast . 

— 

10 

— 

9  1 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus . 

4 

8  1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

30 

31 

20 

14  1 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

2 

1 

— 

2  1 

16. 

Diabetes  . 

— 

2 

— 

3  ■ 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  . 

30 

45 

20 

38  ■ 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

46 

32 

47 

25  1 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

3 

4 

2 

9  1 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  . 

43 

43 

37 

60  1 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

5 

11 

7 

11  1 

22. 

Influenza  . 

— 

— 

— 

6  1 

23. 

Pneumonia  . 

6 

16 

8 

8  n 

24. 

Bronchitis  . 

27 

8 

22 

9  H 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

6 

1 

5 

—  1 

26. 

Ulcers  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

3 

2 

7 

—  H 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

2 

1 

2 

—  II 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

5 

1 

5 

1  H 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

3 

4 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . 

— 

—  WM 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  . 

4 

3 

3 

3  H 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

26 

34 

28 

22  11 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

5 

— 

5 

—  n 

34. 

All  other  accidents  . 

9 

2 

6 

7  11 

35. 

Suicide  . 

3 

2 

10 

1  1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . 

2 

1 

— 

-  1 

All  causes  . 

330 

268 

265 

249  1 
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SEX  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS. 


1953. 


The  following  table  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  all  deaths 
attributed  to  the  Borough  during  1953  by  local  Registrars.  The  figures 
include  all  deaths  which  actually  occurred  during  1953  even  although,  in 
some  cases,  notification  of  their  occurrence  may  not  have  been  received 
until  well  on  into  1954. 

For  this  reason,  the  figures  in  the  table  vary  a  little  from  those  given  by 
the  Registrar-General  which  are  based  upon  returns  received  by  him  only 
during  the  period  under  review  as  he  finds  it  impractical  to  carry  statistic^ 
data  into  the  following  year.  The  local  figures  are,  therefore,  more  accurate 
but  the  difference  is  not  large  enough  to  cause  any  significant  statistical 
change. 


Ages  at  Death,  in  Years : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1  . 

16 

6 

22 

1—  . 

6 

1 

7 

10—  . 

5 

- 

5 

25—  . 

17 

9 

26 

45—  . 

87 

48 

135 

65—  . 

34 

24 

58 

—  165 

—  88 

—  253 

1’  70—  . 

28 

35 

63 

r  75—  . 

28 

42 

70 

1  80—  . 

29 

39 

68 

1  85—  . 

9 

30 

39 

1  90—  . 

3 

9 

12 

1  95  and  over  . 

—  97 

6 

—  161 

6 

—  258 

262 


249 


511 


From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  258  (50.5%)  of  deaths  were  in  persons 
rer  the  age  of  70  years  and  316  (61.8%)  occurred  in  persons  over  the  age 
'  65  and  who  are  said  to  have  completed  their  span  of  normal  working  life. 

Although  these  statistics  relating  to  deaths  tell  us  the  number  of 
aths  from  each  cause  they  really  only  tell  part  of  a  story.  How  far,  for 
|stance,  do  the  various  causes  of  deaths  have  an  influence  on  the  economics 
family  and  community  life?  Dr.  Linley  HenzeU  (Commissioner  of 
jiblic  Health  for  Western  Australia  (tried  to  find  out  whether  in  his 
late,  the  causes  of  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  did,  in  fact,  cause  the 
leatest  economic  disturbance.  His  method  was  to  find  the  number  of 
leful  working  years  lost  by  each  cause  assuming  that  the  working  life 
Ided  at  65  years  of  age.  Deaths  occurring  under  the  age  of  10  years  were 
fitted  because  the  effect  of  neo-natal  and  infant  deaths  would  obscure  the 
are. 

If  this  principle  is  applied  to  Slough,  using  only  male  deaths  during 
actual  years  of  working  life,  some  interesting  results  occur.  Instead 
[the  table  above  recording  the  seven  most  common  causes  of  death  we 
have : — 
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Cause 

No.  of 

cases 

Loss  of  working 
years 

Average  loss  of  working 
years  per  case 

1. 

Heart  diseases 

30 

271 

9.0 

2. 

Cancer . 

19 

229 

12.0 

3. 

Suicide  . 

6 

157 

26.2 

4. 

Accidents,  all  types  . 

6 

147 

24.5 

5. 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms 

5 

72 

14.4 

6. 

Other  circulatory 

diseases  . 

3 

58 

19.3 

7. 

Vascular  lesions  of 

nervous  system  . 

8 

58 

7.25 

Heart  diseases  and  cancer  still  take  pride  of  place  as  the  first  two  causes 
because  of  the  greater  number  of  cases,  but  suicides,  which  are  last  in  the 
other  table,  rise  to  third  place,  not  because  of  the  number  of  cases,  but 
because  each  person  who  takes  his  own  life  loses,  on  an  average,  no  less 
than  26.2  years  of  useful  working  life.  The  importance  of  accidents  too,  is 
well  emphasised,  no  less  than  24^  years  being  lost  for  each  fatal  accident. 


While  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  and  other  circulatory 
diseases  still  occur  in  this  table,  they  are  relegated  to  the  bottom  two  placesl 
but  tuberculosis  has  taken  fifth  place,  displacing  pneumonia  and  bronchitis 
altogether.  These  two  diseases  do,  however,  tend  to  occur  most  frequently 
at  the  extremes  of  life  and  there  were  a  number  of  deaths  in  children  undeJ 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  which  were  not  taken  into  consideration  in  thi^ 
table. 


These  figures  do  not,  of  course,  even  now  tell  a  complete  story  becaus] 
we  do  not  know  the  length  of  incapacitating  illness  before  death  except  id 
the  case  of  fatal  accidents,  but  this  method  of  presenting  death  returns  doe 
serve  to  emphasise  the  need  for  greater  efforts  in  the  prevention  of  accident 
and  also  to  warn  us  against  complacency  about  tuberculosis  where  tl 
number  of  deaths  has  fallen  so  dramatically  during  the  past  few  years. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


1953. 


No  deaths  were  attributed  directly  to  pregnancy  or  childbearing  durir 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

After  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers  there  were 
deaths  (16  males  and  6  females)  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age.  This  numbj 
is  three  less  than  in  1952  and  the  rate  of  23.13  per  1,000  live  births  whiq 
this  represents  is  1,8  lower  than  in  the  previous  year  (24.93)  and  is  tl| 
lowest  infant  mortality  rate  ever  recorded  in  this  town. 


This,  of  course,  must  in  itself  cause  satisfaction  but  even  within  til 
figure  is  a  matter  which  causes  concern.  It  can  be  said  in  general  thi 
illegitimate  babies  have,  for  one  reason  or  another,  less  chance  of  survhl 
than  those  born  in  wedlock.  With  the  small  numbers  involved  in  compiliij 
statistics  for  this  town  fluctuations  from  chance  are  inevitable  but  wheref 


only  17  legitimate  infants  died  out  of  889  born  (19.12  per  thousand)  no  1(1  I 
than  5  illegitimate  infants  died  out  of  62  born  (80.64  per  thousand.  | 


(80.64  per 
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The  table  overleaf  divides  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  into  causes  and  periods  of  less  than  one  year.  It  shows  deaths  in  varying 
periods  up  to  28  days  (neo-natal  period)  and  also  in  further  varying  periods 
up  to  1  year. 


During  1953  few  children  died  immediately  after  childbirth  (four  as 
against  nine  in  1952)  but  six  deaths  occurred  between  the  fourth  and  sixth 
months.  As  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  the  infant  morbidity  survey 
which  was  carried  out  on  babies  born  in  1952  had  associated  with  it  a 
thorough  investigation  into  the  causes  of  deaths  of  infants  for  the  years 
1951,  1952  and  1953.  From  the  detailed  reports  available  19  were  classified 
as  inevitable,  i.e.  so  far  as  can  be  judged,  lack  of  medical  care  and/or  delay 
in  instituting  medical  care  and  attention  did  not  affect  the  issue  ;  there  were 
three  cases,  however,  where  there  was  the  possibility  that  the  available 
medical  facilities  were  not  used  early  enough  or  not  used  effectively.  In 
none  of  those  cases  was  there  the  slightest  suggestion  of  neglect  and  to 
make  such  a  classification  is  perhaps  to  be  wise  after  the  event.  Such 
enquiries  do  serve  a  very  valuable  purpose,  however,  as  they  keep  every  one 
Iconcerned  very  much  on  their  toes  and  the  evidence  discovered  may  lead 
Ito  a  more  appropriate  line  of  action  in  later  similar  cases. 


NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY. 

Of  the  22  infants  who  died  in  the  first  year  of  life,  13  (or  59%)  died 
In  the  neo-natal  period ;  this  is  equivalent  to  a  neo-natal  mortality  rate 
pf  13.67  per  1,000  live  births.  In  1952  the  rate  was  17.95  and  72%  of 
peaths  in  the  first  year  of  life  occurred  before  babies  had  reached  the  age 
pf  28  days. 

If  this  neo-natal  period  is  further  sub-divided  it  is  seen  that  out  of  the 
tirteen  deaths  occurring  in  the  first  month  no  less  than  ten  occurred  in  the 
|rst  week  of  life  :  and  those  ten  constitute  nearly  half  of  all  the  deaths 
ccuning  in  the  first  year. 
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Causes  of  Death  of  all  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 
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INQUESTS. 

Twenty-eight  inquests  were  held  upon  residents  of  the  Borough  during 
1953  ;  eight  less  than  in  1952.  The  causes  of  death  as  recorded  by  the 
Registrars  of  Births  and  Deaths,  are  set  out  in  the  following  table. 


Causes  of  Death  : 

Natural  Causes  . 

Accidents  : — 

Falls  . 

Road  accidents  . 

Drowning 

Carbon  monoxide  poisoning 
Inhalation  of  vomited  stomach  contents 
Fall  from  train  . 

Suicide  : — 

Coal  gas  poisoning 
Drowning 

Hanging  . 

Strangulation  . 

Barbiturate  poisoning . 


Males  Females  Total 


1  -  1 

4  4  8 

4  -  4 

1  1 
1  -  1 

1  1  2 

1  -  1 

4  -  4 

1  1  2 

1  -  1 

2  -  2 

1  -  1 


21  7  28 


POPULATION 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  Borough 
at  the  end  of  June,  1953,  was  66,950,  a  net  gain  of  220  over  the  estimated 
population  on  June  30th,  1952. 


The  natural  increase  (births  less  deaths)  was  437  and  it  will  therefore 
be  seen  that  there  was  a  net  emigration  from  the  town  during  the  year 
of  217. 


From  the  table  below  it  will  be  seen  that  the  population  has  remained 
ver)'  constant  since  1948  : — 


1944  ... 

...  61,250 

1949  ... 

...  66,610 

1945  ... 

...  60,220 

1950  ... 

...  66,340 

1946  ... 

...  63,040 

1951  ... 

...  66,439  (Census) 

1947  ... 

...  64,240 

1952  ... 

...  66,730 

1948  ... 

...  66,060 

1953  ... 

...  66,950 

During  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  constant  talk  of  the  expanding 
population  of  Slough,  and  it  has  been  assumed  by  most  people  that  the 
arrival  of  the  new  L.C.C.  Housing  Estate  at  Langley  would  rapidly  provide 
the  necessary  inhabitants  to  push  the  population  over  the  70,000  mark. 

One  great  factor  has,  however,  been  forgotten  in  these  thoughts.  As 
rapidly  as  the  London  County  Council  add  to  the  Borough’s  population  so 
|the  Borough  will  deplete  its  own  population  by  placing  housing  applicants 
ppon  its  new  Housing  estate  at  Wexham  Farm  which  is  in  the  Eton  Rural 
[District. 

I  As  the  population  to  be  housed  on  the  L.C.C.  Langley  estate  is  to  be 
fereater  than  that  on  the  Borough’s  Wexham  estate  there  will  eventually 
pe  a  net  gain  to  the  Borough,  but  from  the  rate  of  building  it  seems  likely 
|hat  no  substantial  increase  in  population  can  be  expected  for  some  time 


15 


So  far  as  the  Wexham  Estate  is  concerned  the  houses  will  belong 
to  the  Borough  Council,  the  sewers  will  run  into  the  Borough’s  sewers, 
water  supplies  are  from  the  Borough  wells,  most  of  the  inhabitants  will 
work  and  shop  in  the  Borough,  their  children  will  go  to  school  in  Slough, 
and  yet,  should  there  be  an  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  or  poliomyelitis 
the  notifications  will  go  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  neighbouring 
authority  and  he  will  be  responsible  for  conducting  the  necessary  investiga¬ 
tions  and  taking  the  necessary  action. 

I  am  sure  there  will  be  no  disharmony  between  the  officers  of  the 
local  authorities  concerned  but  to  have  officers  of  two  authorities  responsible 
for  investigating  affairs  on  opposite  sides  of  busy  streets  does  lead  to  difficul¬ 
ties  and  possibly  delay. 

II.  GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES.  i 

Cleansing  and  Disinfestation. 

Disinfestation  of  bedding  and  personal  effects  have  continued  at  the 
disinfestor  supphed  by  steam  from  the  Chalvey  Pumping  Station.  The 
number  of  operations  has  continued  to  be  very  small.  j 

Disposal  of  Refuse. 

No  changes  in  the  system  of  refuse  disposal  occurred  during  1953. 
The  destructor  at  Chalvey  was  supplemented  by  a  small  amount  of  controlled 
tipping  on  low-lying  land  near  the  Datchet  Road. 

Kitchen  Waste.  I 

The  Borough  Council  continued  to  operate  a  scheme  for  collecting 
kitchen  waste  by  employing  a  contractor. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  final  outline  of  the  new  sewage  works  became  clearer  as  the  year 
progressed  and  work  on  the  extensions  continued.  It  was  possible,  towards 
the  end  of  the  year,  to  allow  a  partial  relaxation  on  building  restrictions 
in  some  parts  of  the  Borough. 

Water. 

No  adverse  reports  were  made  upon  water  samples  taken  during  the 
year  from  any  of  the  three  water  undertakings  which  supply  the  Borough, 

The  only  soft  water  supply  in  the  district  comes  from  the  deep  boreholes 
owned  by  the  Slough  Estates  Ltd.  and  the  water  continued  to  be  up  to  the 
usual  standard  of  excellency.  Apart  from  about  70  dwelling  houses  this 
supply  is  used  exclusively  by  factories  and  canteens  on  the  Slough  Trading 
Estate. 

The  Burnham,  Dorney  and  Hitcham  Waterworks  Co.  Ltd.,  whicl 
supplies  water  to  the  western  part  of  the  Borough,  showed  no  change  ii 
the  source  of  supply  or  treatment  of  the  water  during  1953.  32  sample 

were  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis  during  the  yea 
and  all  proved  satisfactory.  329  additional  houses  were  supplied  durinj 
the  year  and  these  were  almost  entirely  accounted  for  by  the  Slough  CorjJ 
poration’s  new  housing  estate  at  Burnham  Priory.  i 

So  far  as  the  water  supplied  by  the  Slough  Corporation  is  concemedi 
samples  were  taken  weekly  for  analysis  in  the  Town  Hall  Laboratory  ami 
an  independent  analyst  tested  samples  each  quarter.  No  new  extensionjl 
were  made  during  1953  ;  almost  15,000  houses  with  an  estimated  populatiol 
of  nearly  60,000  persons  within  and  without  the  Borough  were  served. 
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The  results  of  a  typical  chemical  analysis  is  as  follows  : — 
(Values  are  given  in  parts  per  million) 


Appearance  .  Clear  and  bright 

Colour,  Turbidity  and  Odour .  Nil 

Reaction  .  .  .  .  .  .  pH  7.3 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  .  17 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20  °C  .  .  .  650 

Total  solids  .  .  .  .  .  435 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  .  38 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  .  235 

Hardness :  Total  .  310 

Temporary  .  235 

Permanent  .  75 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  3.6 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  . .  less  than  0.01 

Free  Ammonia  .  0.014 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  0.033 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27°C .  .  0.35 

Metals :  Iron  .  .  .  .  .  0.03 

Other  metals  .  Absent. 

Fluorine  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.8 


The  report  of  the  independent  analyst  on  this  water  was 

“  This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in  reaction 
and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a  negligible  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is 
very  hard  in  character  but  not  excessively  so  and  it  contains  no  excess  of 
isalinity  or  mineral  constituents  in  solution.  It  is  of  satisfactory  organic 
quality. 

From  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis  these  results  are  indicative  of 
h  pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes.” 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

I  All  pet  shops  in  the  Borough  were  inspected  regularly  throughout  the 
wear. 

I  The  Veterinary  Surgeon  appointed  by  the  Council  reported  that  all 
Itemises  were  satisfactory. 

Rational  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  47. 

I  No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Section  during  1953. 

Elean  Food  Campaign. 

I  I  reported  last  year  that  improvement  of  conditions  in  establishments 
lealing  with  food  in  this  town  was  being  dealt  with  by  initial  inspection, 
Idvice,  more  inspections  and  further  advice  as  necessary. 

I  This  method  is  not,  of  course,  spectacular,  but  the  improvements  which 
Ee  attained  are  much  more  likely  to  be  permanent  than  are  those  obtained 
m  campaigns  culminating  by  way  of  a  climax  in  special  clean  food  weeks. 
I  is  frequently  found  that  the  sudden  improvements  of  such  campaigns  can 
Elly  be  maintained  by  an  undue  proportion  of  the  available  time  of  the 
lealth  Department  staff  being  allocated  to  this  particular  activity  ;  while 
Eis  may  not  be  counted  a  bad  thing  by  some  people  a  slight  deterioration 
I  a  very  small  minority  of  premises  is  almost  inevitable  from  time  to  time 
Ed  this  surely  is  worse  than  aiming  for,  and  attaining,  a  steady  improvement. 
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In  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  section  of  the  report  will  be  found  I 
details  of  the  work  which  was  done  in  1953  and  from  it  will  be  seen  that  I 
while  the  main  efforts  have  been  aimed  towards  improvements  in  trades  I 
and  premises  which  had  not  received  attention  in  1952,  there  has  been  a  I 
continuous  watch  kept  upon  those  premises  already  dealt  with  and  a  marked  I 
improvement  has  been  noted.  I 

The  Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations,  1953.  I 

These  regulations  substitute  a  wider  definition  of  food  poisoning  for  ft 
that  given  under  the  previous  regulations  of  1927  and  also  amphfy  the  ft 
precautionary  measures  which  are  now  related  to  typhoid  and  paratyphoid  I 
fevers  or  other  salmonella  infections,  dysentery  and  staphylococcal  infection  I 
hkely  to  cause  food  poisoning.  I 

Whereas  the  preventive  measures  could  previously  be  taken  only  I 
against  sufferers  from  one  of  these  diseases  they  can  now  be  taken  against  I' 
carriers  and  in  either  case  not  only  can  they  be  prevented  from  continuing  1 1 
employment  involving  the  handling  of  food  but  also  from  entering  such  1 1 
employment.  I 

The  local  authority  is  enabled  by  the  Regulations  to  authorise  the  I 
medical  officer  of  health  to  serve  notices  in  emergency  to  prevent  the  I 
spread  of  these  diseases  and  this  the  Slough  Borough  Council  has  done.  I  | 
Any  such  emergency  action  must,  of  course,  be  reported  to  the  authority  I  ; 
at  the  earhest  possible  opportunity.  I 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Regulations,  1953.  I 

The  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act  was  passed  in  1952  and  its  I  ; 
main  purpose  was  to  prohibit  the  sale  or  letting  of  unguarded  electric  fires,  I  ■ 
gas  fires  or  oil  heaters  so  as  to  prevent  many  of  the  tragedies  which  occur  I  . 
particularly  in  childhood  and  old  age  from  fires  which  are  not  protected.  I  . 

Such  an  Act  cannot  be  enforced  from  the  moment  it  passes  through  ! 
Parhament  as  time  has  to  be  allowed  for  the  manufacture  of  new  appliances.  I  > 
The  1953  regulations  give  1st  October,  1953,  as  the  date  after  which  all  new! 
heating  appliances  must  be  fitted  with  guards  ;  if,  however,  they  were  made! 
before  that  date  they  may  be  sold  or  let  unguarded  until  the  end  of  September, |l  . 
1954.  The  regulations  also  lay  down  standards  for  the  construction  andl 
fitting  of  the  guards.  I 

STAFF  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS.  I 

Although  many  people  vaguely  realise  that  there  must  inevitably  be  I 
changes  in  the  staffs  of  local  authorities  very  few  probably  know  that  thcl 
turnover  is  quite  considerable  over  the  period  of  a  year.  I 

Each  new  officer  entering  the  service  of  the  Slough  Borough  Council! 
the  local  services  of  the  Bucks  County  Council,  a  Teacher’s  Training  Collegtl 
or  commencing  teaching  in  a  County  School  for  the  first  time  is  subjecl 
to  a  full  medical  examination.  Servants  of  the  Slough  Borough  Council 
are  also  given  an  opportunity  at  certain  specified  times  of  entering  th'l 
Superannuation  Scheme  and  then  need  a  medical  examination.  I 

The  medical  examination  is  a  very  full  one  and  needs  between  twentl 
and  thirty  minutes  for  completion  ;  in  addition,  those  coming  into  closl 
and  continuous  contact  with  children  are  subjected  to  an  X-ray  examinatioJ 
of  the  chest.  | 
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During  1953  no  less  than  138  officers  and  servants  of  the  local  authori¬ 


ties  were  examined  : — 

Slough  Borough  Council  30 

Bucks  County  Council  .  60 

Teachers’  Training  College  .  17 

Teaching  for  first  time  .  .  .  .  9 

Servants  entering  Superannuation  Scheme  .  22 


LABORATORY. 

During  the  year  1,319  examinations  were  undertaken  in  the  Laboratory, 
an  increase  of  20  upon  the  previous  year. 

A  detailed  analysis  of  the  examinations  undertaken  is  shown  below  : — 


Positive  Negative 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli  .  —  46 

Swabs  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci  .  —  32 

Swabs  for  Vincent’s  Angina  .  —  5 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  .  —  7 

Urine  for  routine  examination  .  117 

Faeces  for  organisms  of  Coli/Typhoid  group  .  —  24 

Blood  Counts  .  .  .  ......  .  39 

Blood  Films .  .  .  .  .  .  2 


Un- 


Satisfactory 

satisfactory 

c  samples  : — 

(a)  Phosphatase  test  . 

.  187 

— 

(b)  Methylene  blue  test 

.  204 

1 

(c)  Coliform  test 

.  63 

16 

(d)  Turbidity  test 

.  7 

— 

(e)  Chemical  tests  for  fats. 

solids  and  water  319 

10 

:er  samples  : — 

(a)  Drinking  water  . 

.  41 

6 

(b)  Swimming  pool  water 

.  37 

— 

llce  cream  samples  : — 
Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


148 

1 

4 

3 


If  bacteria  are  present  in  ice-cream,  and  the  ice-cream  is  mixed  with  a 
Solution  of  methylene  blue  and  left  under  certain  specified  conditions,  the 
colour  will  disappear  from  the  solution,  the  time  taken  depending  upon  the 
lumber  of  bacteria  originally  present.  The  time  for  this  reaction  to  take 
blace  is  noted  and  the  ice-cream  sample  is  then  placed  into  one  of  four 
jrades.  In  general  it  may  be  said  that  Grades  I  and  II  are  satisfactory 
vhile  Grades  III  and  IV  are  unsatisfactory,  but  the  Health  Department 
an  never  be  satisfied  unless  all  samples  fall  into  Grade  I  all  the  time. 

Although  sampling  continues  throughout  the  year,  particular  attention 
paid  to  ice-cream  during  the  summer  months  when  air  temperatures  are 
liigher.  This  is  because  bacteria  multiply  more  rapidly  in  higher  tempera- 
lures  and  strict  standards  of  hygiene  are  more  necessary  although  it  is  more 
liflficult  at  this  time  for  manufacturers  to  keep  their  samples  in  the  higher 
irades. 


19 


\ 

i 

The  efforts  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  keep  ice-cream  factories 
under  constant  supervision  have  been  well  repaid  as  it  will  be  seen  from  the 
table  below  that  almost  95%  of  samples  came  within  Grade  I  during  1953. 
The  astonishing  improvement  since  1950  is  well-shown  by  the  table  and  as 
one  slight  error  by  one  factory  can  mean  that  several  samples  fall  below 
Grade  I  while  investigations  involving  repeated  samples  and  testing  of  the 
plant  are  being  carried  out  it  will  be  seen  that  the  manufacturing  premises 
in  the  town  now  show  a  very  high  standard  of  hygiene. 


Nu 

1950 

mber  o 
1951 

f  samp 
1952 

es 

1953 

Perce 

1950 

:ntage 

1951 

yE  sam] 
1952 

)les 

1953 

Grade  I  . 

55 

153 

103 

148 

43.7 

76.9 

83.7 

94.9 

Grade  II  . 

50 

21 

6 

1 

39.7 

10.6 

4.9 

0.6 

Grade  III  . 

14 

15 

7 

4 

11.1 

7.5 

5.7 

2.6 

Grade  IV  . 

7 

10 

7 

3 

5.5 

5.0 

5.7 

1.9  j 

BOROUGH  MORTUARY. 

Ninety  post-mortem  examinations  were  carried  out  during  1953  coml 
pared  with  91  in  1952,  62  in  1951  and  85  in  1950. 

I  reported  last  year  that  certain  improvements  to  the  equipment  werj 
carried  out  during  the  year  in  order  to  maintain  the  facilities  at  the  standarf 
required  by  the  pathologists  who  have  to  undertake  the  post-morter 
examinations. 

No  further  improvements  were  necessary  during  1953  but  it  is  obvior 
that  the  resources  of  the  building  were  being  stretched  to  full  capacity  upol 
frequent  occasions  during  the  year. 

As  the  population  of  the  area  continues  to  grow  it  will  probably  nd 
be  long  before  serious  consideration  has  to  be  given  to  increasing  tl 
mortuary  facilities  of  the  district  though  best  how  this  should  be  done  is 
matter  which  needs  careful  thought  and  consideration. 


HOME  HELPS  SERVICE 

The  Home  Helps  Service  which  is  provided  by  the  Bucks  Counl 
Council  and  run  by  a  Home  Help  Organiser  under  the  direction  of  til 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  Area  Medical  Officer  for  SouthBucks,  continue! 
its  work  during  1953  and  the  number  of  calls  upon  its  resources  was  almol 
exactly  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Details  of  the  service  are  as  follows  : — 


No.  of  Home  Helps  as  at : 

31.1152. 

31.11: 

(a)  Full-time  .  . 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Part-time  . 

34 

31 

No.  of  cases  who  received  help  during  : 

1951 

1953. 

(a)  Acute  sick  . 

74 

64 

(b)  Chronic  sick . 

...  237 

251 

(c)  Tuberculous  . 

22 

11 

(d)  Maternity  . 

40 

39 

Total . 

...  373 

365 

20 
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Showing  Monthly  Incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 


TABLE  II 


TABLE  III 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Once  again  a  nil  return  can  be  placed  against  this  disease  for  the  fifth 
time  running. 

Although  the  disease  has,  however,  suffered  a  major  defeat  by  the 
immunisation  campaign  it  has  not  ceased  to  exist  and  if  the  appropriate 
precautions  are  not  continued  diphtheria  can  once  again  get  the  upper  hand 
and  take  its  toll  of  health  and  life. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Whooping  Cough  was  notified  during  each  month  of  the  year  butl 
while  there  were  no  signs  of  a  real  outbreak  most  of  the  cases  occurred  inj 
August,  when  35  notifications  were  received.  The  total  number  of  casesjj 
notified  during  the  year  was  143  and  although  this  was  42  more  than  inJ 
1952  it  was  lower  than  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years. 

Indications  showed  that  the  disease  continued,  on  the  whole,  to  bel 
mild  and  that  immunised  children  were  less  severely  attacked  than  unim-J 
munised  ones.  The  demand  for  protection  against  Whooping  Cough  roscf 
again  in  1953  and  the  number  immunised  against  this  disease  was  669  atl 
compared  with  585  in  1952  and  508  in  1951. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

I  can  find  no  record  of  more  than  215  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  havinfj 
occurred  in  this  Borough  in  one  year  :  this  was  the  number  notified  in  19531 
Once  again  there  was  no  real  signs  of  a  true  outbreak  of  this  disease  an<l 
while  oaly  August  was  apparently  free  from  this  trouble  the  largest  incidence 
occurred  during  the  spring  and  early  summer  months. 

The  disease  continued  to  be  mild  and  there  were  no  deaths.  Twentl 
cases  were  transferred  to  hospital  but  these  were,  in  the  main,  admittejl 
because  of  difficulties  in  nursing  at  home  rather  than  because  of  the  severitij 
of  the  condition. 


The  safety  of  children  from  this  disease  depends  upon  the  great  majority 
being  immunised  against  it,  first  of  all  in  infancy,  then  at  five  years  when 
they  first  come  into  contact  with  large  numbers  of  other  children  and 
immunity  has  partly  waned,  and  once  again  at  10  years  of  age.  Un¬ 
fortunately  the  number  of  parents  who  take  active  steps  to  have  their  children 
immunised  does  depend,  to  some  extent,  upon  fear  of  the  disease  and  as 
the  memory  of  the  suffering  of  children  dies  with  time  so  does  it  become 
more  difficult  to  immunise  a  satisfactory  proportion  of  children. 

With  the  advent  of  the  mixed  Whooping  Cough /Diphtheria  Vaccine, 
however,  children  can  be  given  protection  against  Whooping  Cough  at  the 
same  time  as  they  receive  their  inoculations  against  diphtheria  and  although 
the  protection  given  against  the  former  is  not  so  certain  as  the  latter,  the 
prospect  of  relief  is  very  acceptable  to  parents  who  still  remember  and 
still  see  the  distressing  signs  and  symptoms  of  whooping  cough. 

826  children  were  given  an  Initial  protection  against  Diphtheria  in 
1953  as  compared  with  762  in  1952  and  out  of  these  no  less  than  669  were 
given  the  combined  Diphtheria /Pertussis  Vaccine ;  1,212  children  also 
received  renewal  or  “booster”  doses  against  Diphtheria. 

There  were,  therefore,  64  more  children  given  primary  inoculations 
and  52  more  “renewals”  as  compared  with  1952. 


Strict  precautions  are,  of  course,  taken  when  contacts  are  in  occupatior| 
where  there  is  a  great  risk  of  conveying  the  disease  to  others,  e.g.  nursij 
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midwives  and  food  handlers,  but  otherwise  the  restrictions  placed  upon 
contacts  are  less  rigid  than  was  formerly  the  case  because  the  germs  causing 
Scarlet  Fever  can  also  cause  other  conditions  which  are  not  notifiable  and 
may  exist  in  the  throats  of  otherwise  healthy  persons.  To  insist  upon  strict 
quarantine  and  segregation  would  be  illogical  and  economically  unsound. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

This  disease  is  caused  by  the  same  germ  as  that  which  gives  rise  to 
Scarlet  Fever  and  it  might  be  expected  that  the  incidence  of  erysipelas  would 
also  be  considerably  higher  than  usual.  Although  the  seventeen  cases 
recorded  in  1953  was  three  more  than  in  the  previous  year  and  was  shghtly 
above  the  average  there  was  no  real  sign  at  any  time  of  the  year  of  a  threat 
of  a  serious  increase  in  the  disease.  No  cases  needed  admission  to  hospital 
and  there  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause. 

PNEUMONIA. 

There  were  64  cases  of  Acute  Primary  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia  notified 
during  1953  and  of  these  29  occurred  during  the  month  of  February  while 
the  remainder  were  fairly  evenly  spread  over  the  first  and  last  quarters  of 
the  year. 

The  number  of  notifications  was  much  higher  than  usual  and  this  is 
perhaps  rather  surprising  in  a  year  when  there  was  virtually  no  influenza. 
However,  the  paragraph  on  the  weather  conditions  prevaihng  during 
February,  when  most  of  the  cases  occurred,  does  show  that  the  first  part 
of  the  month  was  cold  with  gales  and  snowstorms  and  there  may  be  some 
connection  between  the  weather  and  the  high  incidence  of  pneumonia  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year. 

MEASLES. 

The  biennial  outbreak  of  measles  had  started  in  1952  and  although  the 
main  peak  of  the  outbreak  occurred  in  November,  1952,  a  secondary  peak 
occurred  in  February,  1953,  and  the  number  of  cases  then  declined  fairly 
slowly  until  the  disease  had  virtually  died  out  in  this  area  after  August. 
Out  of  the  526  cases  which  occurred  during  the  year  only  two  were  admitted 
Ito  hospital. 

I  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

I  There  were  24  cases  notified  during  1953  compared  with  26  in  1952. 

I  Comparison  can  only  be  made  with  one  previous  year  as  the  regulations 
Requiring  milder  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  to  be  notified  only  came  into 
■Jperation  in  August,  1951,  and  were  therefore  only  in  operation  during  one 
previous  complete  year — 1952. 

I  In  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that  23  out  of  the  24  cases  are  recorded  as 
Occurring  in  the  Upton  Ward  and  this  is  because  nearly  all  cases  of  Puerperal 
B  ifyrexia  occurring  in  the  Borough  are  treated  at  Upton  Hospital. 

I  ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS  (Infantile  Paralysis). 

I  Only  seven  cases  of  pohomyelitis  were  notified  in  the  Borough  in 
j*53  compared  with  20  cases  in  1952,  14  in  1951  and  15  in  1950.  Of  the 
r  jven  cases  five  were  females  and  two  were  males  ;  five  cases,  three  females 
9  td  two  males,  were  paralytic  and  two  were  non-paralytic. 

K  I  The  cases  were  fairly  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  year  and  the 
j  Rtious  wards  of  the  Borough  and  it  was  not  possible  to  find  any  connection 
t  Rtween  the  cases. 


The  number  of  cases  notified  in  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  was 
roughly  the  same  as  in  1952  and  it  is  impossible  to  say  why  Slough  was 
lucky  in  1953  and  not  in  the  previous  year.  More  information  about  the 
method  of  spread  of  the  disease  is  gradually  becoming  available  and  it  is 
hoped  that  sufficient  will  be  known  in  the  next  few  years  to  be  able  to  limit 
the  spread  of  the  disease  even  if,  as  appears  very  unlikely  at  present,  a  vaccine 
which  can  prevent  the  illness  does  not  become  available. 
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1 
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2 

3 
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2 

2 

5 

FOOD  POISONING. 

Only  two  small  “incidents”  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during 
the  year. 

In  the  first  “incident”  the  eldest  and  youngest  members  of  a  family 
(aged  69  and  3  years)  were  taken  ill  with  vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  In  the 
enquiry  which  followed  notification  suspicion  fell  upon  a  Y orkshire  pudding 
which  had  been  made  with  duck  egg  and  eaten  by  all  the  family  some 
forty-eight  hours  before.  Samples  of  faeces  were,  therefore,  taken  from  all 
members  of  the  family  and  it  was  found  that  of  the  remaining  three  members, 
only  the  breadwinner  failed  to  show  Salm.  typhi-murium  in  his  stools. 

As  he  was  a  chef  and,  therefore,  very  actively  engaged  in  food-handling 
a  very  pretty  problem  of  public  health  was  posed.  The  family  was,  for¬ 
tunately,  very  co-operative  and  intelligent  and  it  was  decided  to  rely  upon 
good  hygiene  with  health  education  and  to  allow  the  chef  to  remain  at 
work,  faecal  samples  being  taken  every  other  day.  This  policy  proved; 
very  successful  and  although  even  with  the  help  of  the  family  doctor  all 
members  of  the  family  were  not  clear  from  infections  for  some  eight  weeks, 
the  head  of  the  family  never  showed  signs  of  infection  and  no  further  casesj 
were  reported. 

This  incident  shows,  I  think,  very  clearly,  that  with  good  co-operatio, 
of  all  members  of  a  family  infection  can  be  prevented  from  spreading  am 
even  those  engaged  in  food-handling  can  continue  at  work  under  cert; 
circumstances. 

The  other  “incident”  was  also  confined  to  one  family.  All  the  famil)! 
had  eaten  a  meal  in  which  was  included  a  Shepherd’s  pie  made  from  meat 
which  had  originally  been  cooked  some  two  days  earlier.  The  onset  o: 
diarrhoea  and  vomiting  was  sudden  and  severe  and  occurred  within  a  fev 
hours  of  the  meal  in  aU  members  of  the  family.  Toxin  poisoning  was 
therefore,  suspected  and  coagulase  positive  staphylococcus  aureus  wa 
grown  both  from  the  pie  and  from  samples  of  vomit.  I  think  there  is  ni 
doubt  that  this  was  the  cause  of  the  poisoning  and  that  the  infection  haij 
been  transmitted  accidentally  to  the  meat  by  some  member  of  the  famil' 
who  subsequently  caused  all  to  suffer. 

f 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX. 

The  number  of  primary  vaccinations  against  Smallpox  was  almost 
exactly  the  same  as  in  1952  ;  465  as  against  460.  These  two  years  show  a 
considerable  increase,  however,  upon  1951  when  only  343  primary  vaccina¬ 
tions  were  carried  out.  348  of  the  465  primary  vaccinations  were  in 
children  under  the  age  of  1  year. 

The  number  of  re- vaccinations  fell  steeply  once  again  ;  from  171  in 
1952  to  101  in  1953.  In  1951  there  had  been  205  persons  revaccinated. 
The  reasons  for  such  considerable  variations  are  not  easy  to  find  but  the 
absence  of  outbreaks  of  smallpox  in  this  country  undoubtedly  influences 
the  desire  for  vaccination.  The  laws  of  many  countries  require  immigrants 
to  carry  current  certificates  of  vaccination  and  the  number  of  revaccinations 
carried  out  must  vary  to  some  extent  with  the  number  of  persons  emigrating 
or  travelling  overseas.  That  this  number  is  considerable  is  known  as  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  must  sign  each  International  Certificate  of  Vaccina¬ 
tion  to  the  effect  that  the  signature  of  the  doctor  carrying  out  the  vaccination 
is  authentic. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

(a)  Survey  by  Mass  X-Ray  Unit. 

The  Mass  X-Ray  Unit  No.  5A  of  the  North-West  Metropolitan  Regional 
Hospital  Board  carried  out  another  Mass  X-Ray  Survey  in  Slough  starting 
in  April,  almost  exactly  two  years  after  the  original  survey  of  1951.  Once 
I  again  the  demand  for  chest  X-rays  was  so  great  that  the  unit  had  to  make  an 
extended  visit  but  owing  to  previous  engagements  it  was  not  possible  to 
I  fit  in  the  additional  fortnight  required  until  November. 

In  1951  the  unit  stayed  for  a  total  of  three  months  and  X-rayed  19,614 
[persons,  but  in  1953  the  work  of  the  unit  was  speeded  up  to  such  an  extent 
[that  18,125  chest  X-rays  were  taken  in  two  months,  miniature  films  at  an 
average  of  500  examinations  each  day  being  done  on  4^  or  5  days  each  week 
^nstead  of  on  3  days  as  in  1951. 

By  far  the  greatest  number,  no  less  than  15,049  out  of  18,125  asking  for 
chest  X-rays,  came  as  members  of  organised  groups,  the  proportion  of 
len  being  rather  higher  than  in  1951.  From  these  groups  23  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  discovered  giving  a  rate  of  1.5  cases  per  1,000 
fcxamined  compared  with  29  cases  and  a  rate  of  1.8  in  1951. 

The  general  public  were  given  an  opportunity  of  attending  over  the 
i^hole  of  the  initial  period  of  6  weeks  by  means  of  appointments  which  could 
made  at  various  booking  centres  scattered  throughout  the  Borough, 
["he  response  was,  perhaps,  rather  disappointing  as  only  3,076  members 
■the  public  were  X-rayed  compared  with  more  than  3,900  in  1951.  How- 
rer,  out  of  3,000  examined  six  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
liscovered. 

The  grand  total  number  of  active  and  presumed  active  cases  of 
almonary  tuberculosis  discovered  was  29.  The  number  of  cases  per  1,000 
amined,  1.6,  was  exactly  the  same  as  in  1951. 

From  the  fact  that  the  proportion  of  active  cases  was  almost  exactly 
same  as  in  1951  the  importance  of  biennial  surveys  is  again  emphasised, 

:  in  addition  to  this  the  great  need  for  periodic  inspections  of  those 
/een  the  ages  of  15  and  44  is  shown.  Out  of  the  29  cases  discovered  10 
been  examined  previously  by  the  unit  in  1951  and  eight  of  these  were 
reen  the  ages  of  15  and  35.  The  great  majority,  however,  showed  signs 
[old  tuberculosis  which  had  become  active  again. 
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Table 

A. 


Grand  Total 

s 

Year  of  Survey 

1951 

1953 

No.  X-rayed  . 

19,614 

18,125 

No.  Cases  . 

32 

29 

No.  of  cases  per  1,000  examined . 

1.6 

1.6 

Table 

B. 


Analysis  of  Active  Cases 


No.  of  persons  pre¬ 
viously  X-rayed  in 
1951 

7,519 

No.  of  persons  not 
previously  X-rayed 
in  1951 

10,606 

No.  Cases 

10 

No.  Cases 

19 

Per  thousand 

1.3 

Per  thousand 

00 

Table 

C. 


Active  Cases  by  Ages — Both  Surveys 


15—24 

25- 

-34 

35—44 

45- 

-59 

60  and  over 

M.  1  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  1  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  1  F. 

3  2 

9 

2 

4  i  2 

5 

1 

1  1  - 

In  addition  to  tuberculosis  there  were,  of  course,  a  number  of  other 
abnormal  chest  conditions  discovered  and  where  necessary  patients  were] 
referred  to  their  own  doctors  for  advice  and  treatment. 

I  sincerely  hope  it  will  be  possible  for  the  Mass  X-ray  Unit  to  visit! 
Slough  regularly  as  not  only  is  an  opportunity  given  for  discovering  hitherto! 
unsuspected  cases  of  tuberculosis  but  good  conditions  are  supplied  fori 
encouraging  further  X-rays  of  old  cases  and  contacts  thereby  adding  to  thel 
measures  by  which  spread  of  the  disease  can  be  checked. 

(b)  New  Cases. 

In  my  report  for  1952  I  made  the  following  remarks  : — 

“  It  is  indeed  pleasing  to  find  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  re  j 
ported.  I  would  hesitate  to  say,  however,  that  there  had  been  a  change  irl 
the  trend  of  notification,  as  it  must  be  remembered  that  a  Mass  X-ray  Unif 
visited  the  town  in  1951  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  some  cases  which  woul(| 
have  remained  unsuspected  were  found  during  that  survey. 

Should  1953*  which  is  a  year  for  a  Mass  X-ray  Unit  visit  again  show 
decrease  in  notification  there  wiU  indeed  be  some  cause  for  optimism.” 

The  1953  figures  do  show,  indeed,  the  cause  for  optimism  which 
mentioned  in  the  above  paragraphs  as  the  number  of  new  cases  of  pulmonarl 
tuberculosis  notified  dropped  from  71  in  1952  to  55  in  1953  and  norl 
pulmonary  notifications  also  fell,  from  9  to  4.  This  fall  occurred  in  spit| 
of  the  visit  of  the  Mass  X-ray  Unit  which,  as  mentioned  above,  discovere 
29  cases  which  needed  notification. 
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Although  “notification”  has  now  reached  a  higher  level  of  accuracy 
than  ever  before  there  must  stiU,  of  course,  be  some  people  who  have  active 
lung  tuberculosis  without  knowing  it  and  for  this  reason  it  is  impossible 
to  be  sure  that  the  apparent  rapid  fall  in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  can 
be  expected  to  continue,  or  even,  perhaps,  to  be  as  real  as  it  seems,  but 
it  does  seem  as  if,  at  last,  tuberculosis  is  on  the  decline  in  this  town. 

As  remarked  in  previous  years,  however,  it  is  expected  that  the  incidence 
of  tuberculosis  will  be  very  high  among  the  newcomers  on  the  L.C.C. 
estates  at  Langley  and  Farnham  Royal  and  the  overall  picture  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  in  the  area  may  become  somewhat  confused  for  that  reason.  It 
may  be  possible  to  keep  some  clarity  by  the  separation  of  statistics  locally. 

The  Chest  Clinic  at  Windsor  is  still  working  to  its  full  capacity  and  the 
North-West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  has  agreed  to  build  a 
new  Chest  Clinic  in  the  grounds  of  Upton  Hospital. 

It  is  expected  that  the  building  wiU  be  commenced,  if  not  completed, 
in  1954. 


The  next  table  shows  the  sex  and  age  incidence  of  primary  notifications  I 
in  1953.  It  is  interesting  to  see  that  there  is  a  fairly  even  spread  of  disease 
in  males  between  the  ages  of  15  and  55  while  female  cases  occur  almost 
entirely  between  15  and  35. 


Age  in  years 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0—  . 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1—  . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5—  . 

2 

- 

- 

1 

15—  . 

11 

4 

- 

1 

25—  . 

5 

8 

- 

2 

35—  . 

7 

3 

- 

1 

45—  . 

7 

1 

- 

1 

55—  . 

5 

- 

- 

1 

65  and  over  . 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Total 

37 

18 

- 

4  1 

Pt 
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(c)  Notification  Register. 

The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Notification  Register  on  31  j 
December,  1953,  was  as  follows  : — 


Males 

367 


Pulmonary 

Females 

282 


Total 

649 


Males 

44 


Non-Pulmonary 

Females 

52 


Tot 

961 


It  will  be  realised  that  this  is  the  total  number  of  cases  on  the  regis 
at  the  end  of  1953.  It  includes  not  only  those  who  were  notified  for  tj 
first  time  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  while  living  in  the  Borough, 
also  those  who,  already  suffering  from  the  disease,  have  come  from  elsewhfl 
to  Live  in  the  town. 


Ulljll 

fitra 


Nt 


«lSsi 


Conversely,  of  course,  those  who  were  originally  notified  in  Slough 
and  have  now  left  are  no  longer  on  the  register  here  but  will  be  on  the 
register  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  to  which  they  have 
gone. 

(d)  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis  can  affect  many  part  of  the  body  apart  from  the  lungs. 
Four  new  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
the  year  and  the  disease  occurred  in  the  following  sites  : — 


Males 


Glands  . 

Skin 

Fallopian  tubes.. 


Females 

2 

1 

1 


Nil 


(e)  B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

The  trials  which  are  being  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Research  Council 
in  Slough  and  other  selected  places  throughout  the  country  to  discover  the 
exact  part  which  B.C.G.  vaccination  has  to  play  in  the  prevention  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  continued  during  1953. 

The  doctor  in  charge  of  the  trials  reported  that  those  who  have  been 
[taking  part  responded  extremely  well  in  attending  for  follow-up 
[examinations.  I  know  that  the  follow-up  rate  has  been  over  90%  and  it 
I  speaks  very  highly  of  a  proportion  of  the  young  people  of  Slough  who  were 
[given  B.C.G.  as  school  leavers  and  have  been  attending  follow-up  examina- 
Itions  from  industry,  shops,  offices,  etc.,  over  a  period  of  two  years. 

The  results  of  the  M.R.C.  trials  are  expected  to  be  published  either 
lext  year  or  in  1955. 

ff)  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 

The  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  1952  totalled  only  six  and  all  of 
aese  were  due  to  the  pulmonary  form  of  the  disease. 

This  gives  a  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  0.09  from 
pulmonary  and  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis. 

While  the  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  has  been  falling  quite  steadily 
For  a  number  of  years  the  rate  for  1953  is  really  remarkable.  The  numbers 
pn  which  the  rates  are  based,  however,  are  only  small  and  one  or  two  extra 
pr  fewer  deaths  can  mean  quite  a  change  in  the  death  rate  so  that  while  I 
link  it  justified  to  say  that  everything  points  towards  a  continuation  of  the 
lecrease  of  tuberculosis  death  rates,  it  would  be  wrong  necessarily  to  expect 
at  the  rate  recorded  for  1954  will  be  lower. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  new  drugs  such  as  Streptomycin,  Para- 
tiino-salicylic  acid  (P.A.S.)  and  Isoniazid  have  brought  about  a  remarkable 
ecrease  in  the  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  and  for  this  there  is  much  to  be 
hankful  and  now  that  there  appears  to  be  hope  for  further  reduction  in 
pw  cases  perhaps  the  day  when  tuberculosis  will  be  under  control  is  not 
distant. 

Death  from  tuberculosis  occurred  in  only  one  person  not  previously 
ptified  as  suffering  from  the  disease.  In  this  case  the  information  came 
the  inward  transferable  death  slip  some  — 3  months  later. 


Year 

Population 

Pulm( 

Males 

Dnary. 

Females 

Non-Pu 

Males 

monary. 

Females 

Pulmonary 
Death  rate 
per  1,000 
population 

1940 

60,670 

11 

15 

2 

3 

0.43 

1941 

65,350 

14 

18 

4 

6 

0.49 

1942 

64,420 

11 

13 

3 

2 

0.37 

1943 

62,960 

19 

13 

1 

- 

0.51 

1944 

61,250 

18 

14 

4 

1 

0.52 

1945 

60,220 

14 

12 

5 

1 

0.43 

1946 

63,040 

16 

17 

2 

1 

0.52 

1947 

64,240 

17 

10 

2 

4 

0.42 

1948 

66,060 

17 

12 

2 

2 

0.44 

1949 

66,610 

13 

9 

- 

- 

0.33 

1950 

66,340 

10 

3 

1 

2 

0.19 

1951 

66,439 

10 

6 

1 

- 

0.24 

1952 

66,730 

11 

3 

1 

1 

0.21  1 

1953 

66,950 

5 

1 

- 

0.09  1 

IV.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

All  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  of  which  there  are  five 
the  Borough,  continued  to  function  during  the  year,  and  as  there  were 
changes  of  centres  or  of  the  times  of  sessions  there  is  little  need  for  me  ti 
print  a  List  in  this  report. 

The  welfare  centre  in  Burnham  Village,  just  outside  the  Borougj 
boundary  has,  however,  become  much  busier  during  the  year  owing  to 
population  which  has  moved  to  the  new  Borough  Housing  Estate 
Burnham  Priory. 

“  Toddlers’  ”  clinics  which  have  been  held  regularly,  although  mo: 
infrequendy  than  “infant”  centres,  have  condnued  to  be  popular  and 
held  at  the  following  dmes. 


Centre. 

Cippenham. 


Slough  Health 
Centre. 


Cocation. 

Central  HaU,  Bower 
Way. 

Burlington  Road. 


Sessions. 
5th  Friday  at  2  p.m. 


I<ii 


1st  Thursday  at  2  p.m. 


St.  Michael’s. 


2nd  Wednesday,  Mar.,  June,  Sej 
Dec.,  at  2  p.m. 


Wexham  Road. 


5th  Friday  at  2  p.m. 


Slough  Community 
Centre  Farnham 
Road. 

Wexham  Road 

Community  Centre. 

A  doctor  is  in  attendance  at  each  of  these  clinics  and  in  order  to 
sure  that  the  doctor  has  dme  to  make  a  comprehensive  survey  of  the 
in  conjunction  with  the  mother,  an  appointment  system  is  in  force, 
appointments  or  invitations  are  normally  issued  by  the  Health  Visit 
and  the  response  has  been  found  to  be  very  good  ;  if  any  mother  feels 
would  like  to  attend  any  of  the  clinics  with  her  toddler  she  may  always 
the  Health  Visitor  for  an  appointment. 


*4tre 
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DIPHTHEIOA  IMMUNISATION  CLINICS. 

Although  no  changes  were  made  in  the  immunisation  clinics  during 
1953  some  changes  have  occurred  by  the  time  this  report  is  printed  and  so  a 
list  of  present  clinics  is  given  below. 

A  special  clinic  was  held  at  Langley  once  a  month,  but  the  numbers 
attending  did  not  reaUy  justify,  of  late,  the  special  attendance  of  a  doctor. 
It  was  decided,  therefore,  to  hold  the  immunisation  clinic  in  conjunction 
with  the  normal  infant  welfare  centre  as  is  done  in  all  other  centres  in  the 
town  with  the  exception  of  Cippenham,  where  a  special  immunisation 
session  is  stiU  held. 


Centre 

Cippenham 

Langley 

Slough  Health  Centre.. 

St.  Michael’s  . 

Wexham  Road . 


Sessions 

1st  Thursday,  10.30  a.m. 
2nd  Tuesday,  2  p.m. 
Mondays,  2.30  p.m.  and 
Thursdays,  9.30  a.m. 
1st  Monday,  2  p.m. 

2nd  Friday,  2  p.m. 


ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS. 


Location 


Ante-Natal  Clinic 


Post-Natal  Clinic 


Upton  Hospital 


Canadian  Red  Cross  Memorial 
(I'M  Hospital  Out-Patient  Dept. 

(Hut  behind  Community  Centre, 
Farnham  Road.) 


Mondays,  10.30  a.m. 

(first  bookings) 
Mondays,  2.30  p.m. 
Thursdays,  2.30  p.m. 

Mondays,  10  a.m. 

(first  bookings) 


Fridays,  2.30  p.m. 


Mondays,  11  a.m. 


ml 


(oittj 


In  addition  to  these  clinics  there  is  a  Midwives’  Ante-Natal  Clinic  held 
the  Health  Centre,  Burlington  Road,  for  those  cases  whose  confinements 
re  to  take  place  at  home.  In  these  cases,  post-natal  care  is  undertaken  by 
le  family  doctor. 

ANTE-NATAL  BLOOD  TESTS. 

Routine  examinations  of  the  blood  of  expectant  mothers  has  continued 
ith  the  kind  assistance  of  the  Pathologist  at  the  Canadian  Red  Cross 
lemorial  Hospital,  Taplow.  The  incompatibility  which  sometimes  arises 
|wing  to  differences  in  the  Rhesus  factor  of  the  father’s  and  mother’s  blood 
lot  be  altered,  but  steps  can  be  taken  to  minimise  this  effect  and  the 
iccess  of  these  measures  has  been  shown  by  the  great  reduction  in  infant 
paths  from  this  cause. 

SCHOOL  CLINICS. 

These  clinics  are  part  of  the  School  Health  Service  and  are  available 
all  children  of  school  age  attending  County  schools  and  also  to  those 
[tending  Nursery  Schools.  All  clinics  are  held  at  the  Burlington  Road 
1th  Centre.  A  Minor  Ailments  Clinic  is  held  every  morning  by  Health 
ftsitors  and  a  doctor  is  in  attendance  on  Thursday  mornings.  Visits  to 
le  Dentists  or  Eye  Speciahsts  are  arranged  by  appointment. 
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A  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic  is  held  on  Thursday  mornings  at 
9.30  a.m. 

The  Child  Guidance  Clinic  which  was  started  in  1952  continued  to 
function  in  1953  and  as  it  was  possible  to  obtain  aU  the  essential  staff  to 
enable  the  team  to  function  effectively  the  work  carried  out  was  even  more 
satisfactory  than  it  had  been  in  the  previous  year. 

MARRIED  WOMEN’S  ADVISORY  CLINIC 

Community  Centre,  Farnham  Road  .  Wednesdays,  2 — 4  p.m. 

(Entrance — Buckingham  Avenue) 

Health  Centre,  Burlington  Road  .  Fridays,  2.30 — 4  p.m. 


DAY  NURSERY. 

There  is  now  one  day  nursery  in  the  town  and  it  is  run  by  the  Healtl 
Department  of  the  Bucks  County  Council.  Children  from  0  to  3  year: 
are  cared  for  at  the  premises  at — 

Penn  Road,  Manor  Park,  Slough. 

Applications  for  admission  should  be  made  to  the  Area  Medicaj 
Officer,  “  Glenhartie,”  15,  Bath  Road,  Slough. 


RESIDENTIAL  NURSERY. 

The  Children’s  Committee  of  the  Bucks  County  Council  is  responsibll 
for  residential  children’s  homes  and  although  there  are  other  homes  situateJ 
throughout  the  county,  the  only  home  in  Slough  is  at  “  Brookside,”  Sail 
HUl.  Applications  for  admission  to  a  children’s  home  should  be  madi 
direct  to  the  Children’s  Officer,  22,  Silver  Street,  Aylesbury.  Accommodtj 
tion  is  restricted  and  although  every  effort  is  made  to  admit  urgent  easel 
there  can  be  no  guarantee  that  a  child  can  be  admitted  to  any  particukl 
nursery. 

V.  HOSPITAL  SERVICES. 


The  Borough  of  Slough  is  served  by  the  following  hospitals  aol 
maternity  homes,  the  majority  of  which  are  situated  outside  the  Borougj 

General  Hospitals. 

Upton  Hospital,  Albert  Street,  Slough 
King  Edward  VII  Hospital,  Windsor 
Canadian  Red  Cross  Memorial  Hospital,  Taplow. 

Old  Windsor  Hospital,  Old  Windsor. 

Iver,  Denham  and  Langley  Cottage  Hospital,  Iver. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals. 

Maidenhead  Isolation  Hospital. 

St.  John’s  Hospital,  Uxbridge. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

The  nearest  treatment  centres  are  : — 

King  Edward  VII  Hospital,  Windsor. 

Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading. 

Hillingdon  Hospital,  Hillingdon. 
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Tuberculosis. 

(i)  Chest  Clinic.  The  Chest  Chnic  is  at  the  Kiphng  Memorial  Building, 
Alma  Road,  Windsor,  with  a  subsidiary  clinic  at  Upton  Hospital,  Slough. 
All  arrangements  are  made  by  the  Chest  Physician  who  is  available  at  the 
Windsor  Clinic  (Tel.  No.  Windsor  2033). 

(ii)  Sanatorium.  All  admissions  arranged  by  the  Chest  Physician, 
Chest  Chnic,  Kiphng  Memorial  Building,  Alma  Road,  Windsor. 

Maternity  Accommodation. 

Upton  Hospital,  Albert  Street,  Slough. 

Canadian  Red  Cross  Memorial  Hospital,  Taplow. 

Cohnswood  Nursing  Home,  Farnham  Common. 

Old  Windsor  Hospital,  Old  Windsor. 

Princess  Christian  Maternity  Home,  Windsor. 

If  the  patient’s  own  doctor  thinks  that  admission  should  be  made  on 
medical  grounds,  the  patient  is  referred  to  the  nearest  ante-natal  chnic, 
but  if  admission  is  sought  on  domicihary  or  social  grounds  application  is 
Imade  through  the  Area  Medical  Officer,  who  makes  his  recommendations 
Ito  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  foUowing  a  report  on  home  circum- 
Istances  by  a  Health  Visitor. 


'art  III  Accommodation. 

Aged  Persons  —  Sick  .  Upton  Hospital. 

Non-Sick  .  Upton  Towers. 
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SECTION  A. 


GENERAL  ADMINISTRATION. 

TABLE  No.  1. 


Summary  : 

Total  Inspections  . 

Complaints  received  and  investigated 

Preliminary  Notices  Served  .  .  . 

Secondary  Notices  Served  . 

Statutory  Notices  Served  .  . 

Letters  Received  .  .  . 

Letters  Despatched  .  .  .  . 

Interviews  with  Property  Owners,  Agents  and  Builders 

TABLE  No.  2. 

Artalysis  of  Inspection  Work  performed  by  the  District 

Inspectors. 

Housing  . 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods  . 

Premises  at  which  Food  is  Prepared,  Stored  and  Sold 

Dairies  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

Shops  . 

General  Sanitation  .  .  .  .  . 

Pest  Infestation  Control  (including  visits  by  the  Pest  Control 

Officer)  . 

Building  Licensing .  .  .  .  . 


TABLE  No.  3. 

Premises  at  which  Improvements  were  effected  : 

Dwelling-houses  (rendered  habitable) . 

Premises  used  for  Preparation  and  Sale  of  Food 
Factories  and  Workplaces 

Shops  . 

Drainage  (reconstruction,  repair,  etc.) 

Portable  dustbins  provided  .  . 

36 


16,832 
1,004 
425 
92 
21 
3,32( 
1,35 
1.56 


Sanitar' 


3,17 

96 

1,89 

14 

95I 

8; 

6,061 


3.9C 


2:1 

l| 


I® 
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New  Legislation. 

The  principal  new  legislation  during  the  year  with  which  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  is  concerned,  was  the  introduction  of  the  following  : — 

(a)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953,  which 
provides  for  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  in  lieu  of  Demolition 
Orders,  in  respect  of  dwelling-houses  when  it  is  expedient  for  a 
local  authority  to  take  such  a  course  for  the  preservation  of  adjoin- 
in  buildings. 

(b)  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Pigs)  Act,  1953,  which,  when  it  comes  into 
operation  in  1954,  will  provide  for  the  compulsory  stunning  of 
pigs  slaughtered  outside  slaughterhouses. 

(c)  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1953,  which  amends  the  Act  of  1887 
in  relation  to  false  trade  description  of  goods. 

(d)  Orders  made  under  the  Defence  (Sale  of  Food)  Regulations,  1943, 
which  provide  for  food  standards  in  relation  to  Ice  Cream, 
Preserves  and  Soft  Drinks. 

(e)  Cream  and  Use  of  Milk  (Revocation)  Order,  1953,  which  removed 
restrictions  on  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  cream  and  permitted 
the  use  of  liquid  cow’s  milk  in  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of 
certain  specified  articles  of  food. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  legislation,  an  outstanding  feature 
pf  the  year  so  far  as  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  concerned,  was  the  publication 
pf  the  Report  of  the  Working  Party  on  the  Recruitment,  Training  and 
Qualification  of  Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  Working  Party  under  the  Chair- 
lanship  of  Sir  John  Maude,  k.c.b.,  k.b.e.,  was  set  up  by  the  Minister  of 
lealth,  whose  decision  upon  the  Report  is  now  awaited  with  interest. 


SECTION  B. 


HOUSING. 

Obsolescent  Houses. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  Reports,  there  are  some  300  dwelling-houses 
Hthin  the  Borough  awaiting  action  under  the  demolition  and  clearance 
revisions  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1936  to  1949,  the  condition  of  which 
ecomes  more  dilapidated  with  passing  years.  With  the  passage  through 
irUament  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Bill,  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
Reparation  of  a  comprehensive  programme  for  dealing  with  this  matter 
lithin  a  limited  period,  is  imminent. 

It  will,  of  course,  be  appreciated  that  this  action  will  increase  the 
bmand  for  housing  accommodation  in  the  district  as  in  many  cases  applica- 
3ns  for  Council  houses  will  not  have  been  made  for  families  who  will  be 
|splaced. 

In  the  meantime,  action  is  being  taken  to  ensure  that  these  houses  are 
Ipt  in  a  weatherproof  condition  by  the  execution  of  such  first-aid  repairs 
]may  be  necessary. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  houses,  there  are  also  a  number 
I  sub-standard  houses,  which  have  a  life  estimated  not  to  exceed  twenty 
rs,  and  once  the  initial  problem  of  clearance  has  been  dealt  with,  these 
bmises  will  gradually  rank  for  consideration. 
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Demolition  Orders. 

(Proceedings  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  as  amended.) 
As  an  emergency  measure.  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect 

of  the  under-mentioned  pair  of  semi-detached  three-storied  houses  which 
had  become  dangerous  to  the  occupiers.  Alternative  accommodation  was 
provided  by  the  Corporation  for  the  displaced  families  of  one  of  the  houses. 
These  premises  had  not  been  demolished  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Nos.  36  and  38,  Chalvey  Park,  Slough. 

Closing  Orders  and  Undertakings  by  Owners. 

The  total  number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  under 
Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  as  amended,  or  Section  10  of  the 
Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953,  are  in  operation, 
are  as  follows  : — 


Entire  premises  .  .  1 

Parts  of  premises,  including 

underground  rooms  .  15 


The  following  number  of  premises  are  subject  to  undertakings  by 
owners  not  to  use  the  premises  for  human  habitation  : — 


Entire  premises  .  .  5 

Parts  of  premises,  including 

underground  rooms  .  7 


Repair  and  Improvement  of  Housing  Accommodation. 

During  the  year  the  district  sanitary  inspectors  surveyed  and  examin 
some  865  dwelling-houses,  following  which  it  was  necessary  to  mak 
1,853  re-inspections  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  that  unfit  houses  we: 
repaired  to  a  reasonably  satisfactory  standard.  There  were  156  complain: 
received  by  the  Department  from  members  of  the  public,  relating  to  t 
dilapidation  of  houses  and  407  preliminary  written  and  verbal  notices  wi 
served  and  in  only  34  cases  was  it  subsequently  found  necessary  to  se: 
statutory  notices. 

As  a  result  of  action  by  the  Departm.ent,  some  222  houses  were  renden 
fit  for  habitation. 


Difficulties  facing  property  owners  with  regard  to  repairs  are  frequent 
met  with,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  Hbusir 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act  will  reduce  these  difficulties  by  enabling  landlords 
maintain  their  properties  to  a  reasonable  standard,  thereby  largely  prevent  ’ 
irreparable  dilapidation. 

There  were  no  grants  made  for  the  improvement  of  housing  accoi 
modation,  in  pursuance  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  although  a  number 
enquiries  were  received. 


(i 
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Repair  of  Properties  in  Default  of  Owners. 

The  under-mentioned  works  amounting  to  /)400.  10s.  2d.  were  carrij 
out  by  the  Corporation  upon  the  failure  of  property  owners  to  comjf 
with  the  requirements  of  statutory  notices  in  pursuance  of  the  Pub 
Health  and  Housing  Acts.  The  expenses  incurred  in  executing  these  woil 
are  recoverable. 


Property 


Works  Executed 


Cost. 


21,  Chalvey  Road  West. 

Ill,  Stoke  Road. 

27,  Station  Road,  Cippenham 
54,  High  Street,  Chalvey. 


Housing  Act,  1936.  Section  9. 


I  s. 
76  1 
99  2 
17  17 


d. 

5 

0 

0 


111,  Darvill’s  Lane 


ist 


Housing  Act,  1936.  Section  9 
and  Slough  Corporation  Act, 

1949,  Section  77.  213  12  9 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section 
75.  17  0 

'vercrowding. 

The  actual  degree  of  overcrowding  within  the  Borough  at  the  present 
ime  is  not  known,  but  the  post-war  programme  of  the  Council  for  the 
rection  of  new  houses  has  been  the  means  of  remedying  several  cases  of 
:ross  overcrowding  of  dwelling-houses,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
at  the  position  is  improving.  Only  fifteen  complaints  of  overcrowding 
f  houses  were  received. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  it  is  necessary  to 
ckon  living  rooms  as  sleeping  rooms  and  often  one  finds  that  houses 
ccupied  by  families  Living  under  extremely  congested  conditions  are  not 
yercrowded  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act. 

When  the  provision  of  new  houses  in  the  district  reaches  some  degree 
finality,  and  the  programme  for  the  clearance  and  demolition  of  unfit 
uses  has  been  dealt  with,  it  will  probably  be  considered  opportune  to 
lake  an  overcrowding  survey  of  the  Borough. 

There  were  no  appHcations  received  for  licences  under  Section  61  of 
:  Housing  Act,  1936,  to  permit  temporary  overcrowding. 

“Permitted  numbers”  of  dwelling-houses  were  from  time  to  time 
jplied  upon  request  to  property  owners  and  agents  and  upon  searches 
bg  made  of  the  Land  Charges  Register. 

)uncil  Housing  Estates. 

fa)  Housing  Allocation. 

Eighty-nine  appHcations  for  Council  houses  were  investigated  for  the 
ose  of  making  recommendation  to  the  Tenancy  and  Arrears  Committee 
the  award  of  points  in  relation  to  insanitary  or  sub-standard  accommoda- 
under  the  Housing  Points  Scheme.  On  a  number  of  occasions  similar 
rmation  was  obtained  at  the  request  of  other  local  authorities  in  cases 
;re  their  applicants  resided  within  the  Borough  of  Slough.  Close  co- 
jration  is  maintained  with  the  Housing  Section  of  the  Corporation  in 
ters  relating  to  rehousing,  including  the  reviewing  of  changed  circum- 
ces  of  applicants. 

i)  Council  Housing  Estates. 

The  following  inspections  of  houses  situated  at  Council  housing  estates 
carried  out  by  the  Department  : — 


:6f^ 
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(i) 

Exchanges  and  transfers  of  tenancy  . 

.  36 

(ii) 

Overcrowding 

.  28 

(Hi) 

Keeping  of  poultry . 

.  19 

(iv) 

Infestation  by  vermin 

.  46 

(v) 

Rodent  infestation  (officers)  . 

.  332 

(rodent  operators)  . 

.  693 

(vi) 

Infestation  by  wasps,  flies,  ants,  etc. 

.  57 

(vii) 

FoUow-up  and  miscellaneous  visits 

.  383 
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(c)  Temporary  Camp  Hutments. 

So  far  as  the  Department  was  concerned,  no  outstanding  difficulties 
occurred  in  connection  with  the  several  ex-army  camps  within  the  Borough, 
now  used  as  temporary  housing  accommodation  for  some  260  families, 
although  complaints  received  from  tenants  made  a  substantial  amount  of 
inspection  necessary. 


Moveable  Dwellings. 

Apart  from  hoHday  makers,  those  who  occupied  moveable  dwellings 
a  decade  ago  did  so  mainly  from  choice.  Nowadays  the  caravan  has 
become  a  substitute  for  a  permanent  home  and  throughout  the  country 
their  increased  numbers  are  directly  proportionate  to  the  scarcity  of  tradi¬ 
tional  housing  accommodation. 

In  the  year  1943,  four  licences  were  issued,  whereas  at  the  end  of  the 
year  under  review  a  total  of  78  moveable  dwellings  had  been  hcensed  by 
the  Council  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


In  addition  to  the  twelve-monthly  licensing  under  the  Public  Healtt 
Act,  1936,  the  siting  of  moveable  dwelhngs  requires  the  consent  of  the 
Council  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947.  Although  there 
is  a  good  measure  of  co-operation  between  the  Department  and  the  officer 
of  the  Area  Planning  Authority,  the  public  health  and  planning  aspects  ofl 
moveable  dwellings  are  different  and  the  two  governing  statutes  are  difficult 
to  co-ordinate,  and  quite  often  the  result  is  as  embarrassing  for  the  Council 
as  it  is  frustrating  to  the  applicant. 

During  the  year  the  Borough  Council  refused  to  grant  licences  foJ 
three  caravans  on  land  off  Upton  Court  Road  and  as  a  result  an  appeal  wal 
heard  in  respect  of  one  of  them  at  the  Slough  Petty  Sessional  Court,  wheif 
the  Council’s  decision  was  upheld.  Subsequently  the  three  caravans  werj 
removed  from  the  site. 


Constant  observation  was  necessary  to  ensure  that  aU  camping  sitd 
were  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition  and  also  to  prevent  unauthorise 
land  being  used  by  moveable  dwellings.  In  this  connection  742  visij 
were  made  by  the  district  sanitary  inspectors. 


Rent  Restrictions  Certificates. 

There  were  no  applications  received  for  certificates  relating  to  tM 
condition  of  repair  of  dwelling-houses,  in  pursuance  of  the  Rent 
Mortgage  Interest  Restrictions  Acts,  1920-1939. 


Information  re  Local  Land  Charges. 

Requests  for  information  as  to  outstanding  statutory  notices,  or  OrdfJ 
made  in  respect  of  dwelhng-houses,  were  supplied  upon  request  for  officl 
search  of  the  Land  Charges  Register,  in  respect  of  940  properties. 


Disinfestation  of  Verminous  Premises. 

There  was  an  increase  over  recent  years  infthe  number  of  complail 
relating  to  the  infestation  of  dwelling-houses  by  vermin,  some  74  notifij 
tions  being  received.  Extermination  treatment  was  carried  out  by 
Department  in  respect  of  26  houses,  of  which  7  were  Council  propertj 
including  the  treatment  of  bedding,  etc.,  at  the  steam  disinfection  statij 
No  recurrence  of  infestation  was  reported. 

The  homes  of  certain  prospective  Council  house  tenants  were 
examined  for  the  presence  of  vermin. 
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SECTION  C. 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

The  importance  to  the  community  of  the  degree  of  thoroughness  with 
which  duties  arising  under  this  heading  are  carried  out,  cannot  be  over¬ 
estimated.  They  cover  a  wide  range  and  include  the  inspection  of  meat 
and  other  foods,  as  to  their  fitness  for  human  consumption,  the  bacterio¬ 
logical  and  other  examinations  of  milk  and  ice-cream,  the  control  of 
compositional  standards  and  quality  of  foods  and  drugs,  and  the  protection 
of  the  purchaser  against  false  trade  descriptions  and  advertisements  relating 
to  food. 

These  duties  also  embrace  the  inspection  of  premises  of  all  kinds  at 
which  food  is  manufactured,  prepared,  stored  or  sold,  for  the  purpose  of 
ensuring  that  the  highest  standards  of  hygiene  are  observed  not  only  in 
relation  to  the  premises  themselves,  but  also  the  food  handlers  employed 
thereat,  and  finally,  but  by  no  means  the  least  important,  the  vehicles  used 
for  the  transportation  and  distribution  of  food. 

This  section  of  public  health  work  demands  much  time  and  thought 
and  the  activities  of  the  Department  are  summarised  under  the  following 
sub-headings  : — 

Hygiene  of  Food  Premises  and  Food  Handling. 

The  cause  of  clean  food  has  again  been  stressed  during  the  year,  when 
3,245  visits  were  made  to  premises  used  for  the  sale,  storage,  manufacture 
or  preparation  of  foodstuffs  intended  for  human  consumption. 

In  the  main  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  these 
I  premises  is  maintained  at  a  reasonably  high  level  and  it  is  pleasing  to  be 
able  to  report  that  much  has  been  achieved  without  recourse  to  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings.  There  is,  however,  room  for  improvement  in  some  respects. 

I  Towards  a  satisfactory  and  clean  food  goal  there  are  two  independent 
[main  avenues  of  approach.  The  one  may  be  described  as  official  control, 
Ithat  is,  the  business  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  here  it  would  appear 
Ithat  the  answer  lies  in  the  frequent  routine  inspection  of  premises  and  equip- 
Iment  including  the  direct  approach  to  the  food  handler.  The  other  is  the 
■purchaser,  who  can  made  a  considerable  contribution  by  refusing  to  tolerate 
Conditions  of  cleanliness  or  habit  which  leave  something  to  be  desired. 
■Examples  are  the  licking  or  wetting  of  fingers  before  using  wrapping 
fcaper ;  handling  food  by  hand  when  other  equipment  is  or  should  be 
Available.  There  are  many  opportunities  for  the  customer  to  make  his  or 
tier  own  observation  as  to  whether  or  not  food  is  carelessly  handled  or 
Imreasonably  exposed  to  contamination.  There  is  ample  evidence  that 
■he  public  are  becoming  more  hygiene  conscious  and  it  is  satisfying  to 
le  able  to  report  an  increasing  degree  of  co-operation  between  members 
|)f  the  public  and  the  Department  on  matters  concerned  with  clean  food. 

I  During  the  year  the  trade-by-trade  food  hygiene  survey  of  food  premises 
Cas  continued.  A  comprehensive  survey  of  all  fish  shops  was  undertaken 
Ind  towards  the  end  of  the  year  retail  grocery  premises  began  to  receive 
fie  Department’s  special  attention. 

I  In  making  these  detailed  surveys,  our  endeavour  is  to  raise  the  standard 
If  food  hygiene  above  that  which  can  be  legally  enforced.  This  is  not 
■ways  an  easy  matter.  In  many  other  spheres  of  his  work  the  Sanitary 
Jispector  can  fall  back  on  the  strict  requirements  of  the  law,  but  in  food 
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hygiene  he  attempts  to  get  the  best  conditions  possible  and  this  can  only 
be  achieved  by  a  tactful  approach  and  invitation  for  co-operation. 

As  the  survey  of  each  particular  trade  is  completed,  the  premises  are 
classified  into  categories  A,  B  and  C.  At  the  end  of  1953,  the  classification 
of  the  trades  so  far  surveyed  was  as  follows  : — 


Categof)’* 

Catering  Establishments 

Butchers  Shops 

Fish  Shops 

A 

31 

30 

5 

B 

31 

15 

17 

C 

t, 

6 

2 

5 

Total 

68 

47 

27 

*A.  Those  establishments  at  which  the  premises,  methods  practised 
and  the  personnel  are  found  to  be  well  above  the  minimum  statu¬ 
tory  and  byelaw  requirements,  and  where  encouragement  to 
maintain  or  even  to  improve  upon  the  present  standard  can  be 
given  to  advantage. 

B.  Establishments  at  which  the  hygienic  conditions  only  comply 

with  the  minimum  statutory  and  byelaw  requirements,  but  withB 
efforts  on  an  advisory  basis  a  higher  standard  will  no  doubt  bel 
obtained.  I 

C.  Those  premises  at  which  conditions  are  found  to  leave  much  toB 

be  desired  and  to  fall  below  statutory  and  byelaw  requirements.^ 
In  these  cases  considerable  effort  and  continual  attention  by  thel 
district  sanitary  inspectors  will  be  necessary  for  some  time  toH 
come.  li 

In  general  fish  shop  premises  and  equipment  were  found  to  be  welllj 
maintained.  The  majority  of  our  fish  supplies  are  still  transported  from  theii 
wholesaler  at  the  ports  to  the  retailer  in  wooden  boxes.  The  wooden  bo>li 
is  absorbent,  difficult  to  clean  and  generally  unsatisfactory.  They  ani 
gradually  being  replaced  by  the  more  hygienic  metal  boxes,  but  the  process!  i 
is  very  slow.  I 

There  exists  within  the  fish  trade  some  opposition  towards  the  closeci 
shop  front  and  in  the  local  shops  with  open  fronts,  proprietors  were  no! 
too  ready  to  alter  these  long  standing  and  traditional  arrangements.  Then! 
have  been,  however,  numerous  interviews  and  discussions  with  the  trader:! 
concerned  on  this  point,  resulting  in  a  good  measure  of  success.  Member! 
of  the  Health  and  Sanitation  Committee  have  already  stated  that  they  favou! 
the  closed  shop  front  for  all  food  premises.  I 

The  surveys  we  are  making  are  proving  of  value  not  only  by  securin! 
improvements  in  buildings  and  equipment,  but  also  in  providing  an  occasio! 
for  health  education.  Every  opportunity  is  taken  to  stress  upon  manage! 
ments  and  staff  the  importance  of  cleanliness  in  food  handling  and  we  feel 
that  it  is  resulting  in  a  better  appreciation  of  food  hygiene  principles.  I 

The  majority  of  food  traders  in  the  town  continue  to  display  the  nodcel 
seeking  the  co-operation  of  the  public  to  keep  dogs  out  of  their  premise! 
Unfortunately,  however,  some  of  these  notices  have  found  their  way  tl 
somewhat  inconspicuous  places  rather  than  in  the  shop  window  or  on  thl 
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door.  Nevertheless,  it  is  true  to  say  that  traders  and  the  public  have 
co-operated  in  this  respect. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  new  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  the  regulations 
to  be  made  thereunder  will  give  more  powers  to  the  Local  Authority, 
including  the  compulsory  registration  of  certain  types  of  food  premises  as 
was  recommended  in  the  Report  of  the  Catering  Trades  Working  Party 
in  1951. 


Following  the  importance  and  wide  public  interest  in  clean  food,  the 
Council  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  have  instituted  a  Standing  Committee 
on  the  Hygiene  of  Food  and  Food  Equipment  which  incorporates  the 
principal  interested  bodies.  Its  purpose  includes  the  correlation,  develop¬ 
ment  and  co-ordination  of  work  on  food  hygiene  with  special  reference 
to  the  formulation  of  functional  specifications  related  thereto.  Such  action 
by  the  Institute  is  opportune  in  view  of  the  Government  Bill  to  amend 
the  Food  &  Drugs  Acts,  1938  to  1950.  Your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
has  been  appointed  a  member  of  this  Committee  and  the  Chairman  of  its 
sub-committee  set  up  to  consider  the  Hygiene  of  retail  food  premises. 

The  accompanying  diagram  shows  in  detailed  outline  the  scheme  of 
inspection  which  is  being  followed  in  the  Borough  Council’s  Clean  Food 
Campaign. 
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i  1  -  Sanitary 

Natural.  Artificial  I  Accommodation 


Clean  Food  Byelaws. 

Since  the  coming  into  operation  in  August  1950,  there  has  been  no 
occasion  to  institute  legal  proceedings  under  these  Byelaws,  and  it  may  be 
said  that  their  provisions  are  well  observed. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

The  milk  supply  of  the  Borough  and  the  surrounding  area  is  to  a 
great  extent  centralised  at  three  pasteurising  establishments,  in  respect  of 
which  licences  are  granted  by  the  Corporation  in  pursuance  of  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 
and  1950. 

An  Order  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act,  1950,  declared  the  area  of  “Reading 
and  District,”  comprising  several  local  authority  districts  including  the 
Borough  of  Slough,  a  “Specified  Area”  for  the  sale  of  milk  by  retail,  with 
effect  from  2nd  December,  1953.  The  Order  requires  that  all  milk  retailed 
must  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Orders, 
relating  to  both  raw  and  heat-treated  milks. 

For  some  years  your  officers  have  sought  to  discourage  the  sale  of 
loose  milk  by  retail  delivery  or  in  small  general  and  other  shops.  They 
have  similarly  discouraged  the  bottling  of  milk  at  small,  inadequately 
equipped  and  otherwise  unsuitable  dairies.  This  has  resulted  in  most 
small  retailers  receiving  milk  ready-bottled  at  the  wholesale  dairies,  with 
the  risk  of  contamination  thereby  reduced  to  a  minimum.  In  view  of  the 
milk  supply  of  the  Borough  being  already  sold  under  special  designations, 
the  Order  relating  to  Specification  of  Areas  has  not  made  any  change  of 
procedure  necessary  among  our  retailers. 

Fifty  persons  were  registered  by  the  Corporation  as  Distributors  of 
Milk  and  nine  premises  as  Dairies  at  December,  1953.  During  the  year 
the  district  sanitary  inspectors  made  142  inspections  of  dairies  and  these 
premises  were  found  to  be  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  very  few  instances  of  the  misuse  of  milk 
bottles,  inefficiently  cleansed  bottles,  or  of  foreign  bodies  in  milk,  have 
come  to  the  notice  of  the  Department. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  Department  to  maintain  a  milk  supply  of  the  highest 
hygienic  standard  of  quality  and  I  am  grateful  to  our  milk  traders  whose 
co-operation  in  this  campaign  has  made  the  achievement  possible. 

Sixty  licences  were  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Orders,  as  follows  : — 


Dealer’s  (Pasteuriser’s)  Licences  .  .  .  3 

Dealer’s  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  Licences  .  9 

Dealer’s  Pasteurised  Milk  Licences  .  .  9 

Dealer’s  Sterilised  Milk  Licences  .  34 

Supplementary  Licences  .  5 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

A  constant  and  important  feature  of  our  activities  is  the  control  of 
he  milk  supplies  of  the  Borough  by  means  of  frequent  sampling,  both  at 
registered  dairies  from  which  milk  is  distributed  and  also  in  the  course  of 
etail  sale. 

It  is  an  asset  which  cannot  be  too  highly  valued  to  have  a  laboratory 
It  hand  in  the  Department  at  which  routine  milk  and  other  samples  can  be 


examined.  During  the  year  211  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for 
examination  for  bacteriological  quality  and  efficiency  of  heat-treatment  and 
it  is  worthy  of  particular  note  that  only  one  sample  of  pasteurised  milk  failed 
to  comply  with  the  prescribed  conditions  of  licensing.  The  results  are 
detailed  in  Table  No.  4.  A  number  of  milk  bottle  rinses  were  also  examined 
bacteriologically. 

As  in  previous  years,  monthly  returns  were  made  to  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  Milk  Division,  upon  samples  of  milk  procured  from  our  three  licensed 
pasteurisation  plants,  one  of  which  operates  on  the  “high-temperature  short- 
time”  process,  and  two  on  the  “holder”  process. 


TABLE  No.  4. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 


Classification 

Number  of 
Samples 
Tested 

Number  of  Samples  | 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised  Milk  .  . 

116 

115 

1 

Tuberculin-Tested  (Pasteurised)  Milk 

78 

78 

- 

Tuberculin-Tested  Milk  . 

9 

9 

1 

Sterilised  Milk  . 

7 

7 

■ 

Non-designated,  raw  Milk . 

1 

1 

■  I 

Manufacture,  Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice-Cream. 

Only  six  registered  premises  are  now  used  for  the  manufacture  ofl 
ice-cream,  which,  like  milk  has,  for  economic  reasons,  tended  to  become! 
concentrated  in  large-scale  manufacture  and  distribution.  In  one  instance! 
the  ‘complete  cold-mix’  method  was  carried  out. 

One  hundred  and  forty-nine  premises  have  been  registered  for  tht 
sale  of  ice-cream,  including  17  applications  approved  by  the  Borough  Council 
during  the  year.  In  addition,  ice-cream  is  now  sold  at  most  restaurants, 
etc.,  cinemas  and  canteens,  which  premises  are  not  subject  to  registratior 
by  the  Local  authority. 

Although,  to  some  extent,  the  demand  for  ice-cream  is  seasonal,  careful 
attention  is  given  to  the  conditions  under  which  it  is  manufactured,  storeci 
and  sold,  all  the  year  round,  and  260  visits  to  registered  and  other  premiseJ 
were  made  by  your  officers  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  compliance  with  thi 
Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1937-1952,  the  maintenance  of 
good  standard  of  hygiene,  and  for  procuring  samples  for  examination. 

This  has  produced  encouraging  results  for  with  improved  condition 
of  premises  and  methods,  it  is  unusual  to  receive  adverse  reports  upo 
samples  of  ice-cream.  Of  156  samples  procured  for  bacteriological  examina 
tion  for  advisory  purposes,  including  samples  from  restaurants,  cafes  an 
snack-barsj  all  but  7  samples  complied  with  the  conditions  recommended  b 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  were  graded  as  satisfactory.  This  is  a  furthe 
improvement  on  the  results  of  previous  years.  The  majority  of  shops  noi 
sell  ice-cream  pre-packed,  thereby  eliminating  the  risk  of  contaminatioj 
after  wholesale  distribution. 


Whenever  adverse  reports  upon  samples  were  received,  special  follow¬ 
up  visits  were  made  by  the  district  sanitary  inspectors  and  the  causes  of 
such  results  have  most  frequently  been  found  to  be  inadequate  cleansing 
or  inefficient  sterilisation. 


Special  attention  is  given  to  itinerant  vendors  of  ice-cream,  including 
those  entering  the  Borough  from  outside  districts,  but  it  is  not  too  easy  a 
matter,  owing  to  the  irregularity  of  such  visits.  Generally,  the  vehicles 
and  tricycles  of  itinerant  vendors  have  been  found  to  be  in  a  cleanly  condition. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  the  restoration  in  June,  1953,  of  the  statutory 
Iminimum  standard  of  fat-content  for  ice-cream  of  5  per  cent.  Of  24  informal 
samples  examined  in  the  Department  laboratory,  only  one  sample  was  found 
p  be  below  the  legal  limit,  and  the  average  fat-content  of  these  samples  was 
).3  per  cent. 

’reparation  or  Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  55  premises  registered  under  Section 
1 4  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  use  for  the  preparation  or  manu¬ 
facture  of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended 
>r  sale,  which  processes  include  the  cooking  of  meat  and  fish. 

The  premises  have  been  regularly  inspected,  318  visits  having  been 
lade  by  the  district  sanitary  inspectors  who  found  conditions  to  be  generally 
itisfactory.  Samples  of  food  products  were  also  submitted  for  examination 
tom  time  to  time. 

lakehouses. 

Bakehouses  under  the  supervision  of  your  officers  include  those 
[remises  registered  as  factories  and  also  the  smaller  bakehouses  operated 
individual  persons  or  families.  There  are  no  basement  bakehouses 
lithin  the  Borough. 

Premises  on  Register  .  .  .  .  12 

Inspections  by  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  .  60 

Notices  served  re  Contraventions  .  .  3 

pod  and  Drugs  (Compositional  standard  and  quality). 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Corporation  “sampling  officers” 
icured  some  601  samples  of  foods  and  drugs,  representing  9.0  samples 
■  thousand  of  the  estimated  population  based  upon  the  Registrar-General’s 
ire  of  66,950  for  1953,  as  compared  with  487  samples  during  the  previous 


Of  these  samples,  233  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  Mr.  Eric 
lelcker,  a.r.c.s.,  f.i.c.,  and  the  following  informal  samples  were  tested 
JUr  Department  laboratory  : — 

Milk  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  322  samples 

Spirits  .  22  „ 

Ice-Cream  .  24  „ 

As  in  previous  years,  samples  of  milk  were  procured  periodically  upon 
Ivery  at  establishments  within  the  Borough,  of  the  Windsor  Group 
fpital  Management  Committee. 

The  average  chemical  quality  of  the  milk  samples  examined  was  fat 
i%  and  solids-not-fat  8.93%,  which  is  well  above  the  minimum  presump- 
1  legal  standard. 
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Following  the  revokation  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  Order  which  con¬ 
trolled  the  composition  of  sausages,  twenty-three  samples  of  this  commodity 
were  procured  for  analysis  and  in  all  cases  were  found  to  be  well  above  the 
minimum  standards  provided  by  the  Order. 

Table  No.  5  sets  out  particulars  of  the  articles  of  foods  and  drugs 
submitted  for  analysis,  of  which  the  Public  Analyst  reported  adversely  upon 
^  samples,  or  3.8%  of  the  samples  submitted  to  him,  as  compared  with  4.3% 
in  1952  ;  3.6%  in  1951  and  2.4%  in  1950. 

The  institution  of  summary  proceedings  was  only  found  to  be  necessary 
in  one  instance.  Particulars  of  the  administrative  action  taken  in  respect 
of  those  samples  which  were  the  subject  of  adverse  analytical  reports  are 
set  out  in  Table  No.  6. 


Labels  and  Advertisements. 


Preservatives  and  Colouring  Matter. 

Ninety-nine  samples  of  foods  were  examined  by  the  Public  Analyst  i 
for  the  presence  of  prohibited  preservative  and  colouring  matter.  All  the 
samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  this  respect. 


A  particularly  interesting  and  important  activity  of  the  Department 
has  been  that  of  keeping  a  close  watch  upon  the  character  of  the  labels  of  I 
various  pre-packed  foods  and  also  of  advertisements  for  food  appearing  in 
newspapers  and  periodicals. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  Defence  Sale  of  Food  Regulations,  1943,1 
and  the  Labelling  of  Food  Orders,  a  considerable  improvement  has  taken 
place,  insofar  as  “highly  exaggerated”  or  “over-optimistic”  statements  on 
food  labels  and  in  advertisements,  obviously  intended  to  falsely  describe  the 
food  or  otherwise  mislead  the  purchaser  as  to  its  nature,  substance  and! 
quality  and  in  particular,  its  nutritional  or  dietary  value,  do  not  now  appearl 
in  so  obvious  a  form  as  previously. 

During  the  past  year,  the  labels  of  all  foods  manufactured  in  the  BorougH 
were  carefully  checked  with  the  certificates  of  analysis  of  those  articles,  buij 
in  no  instance  was  a  contravention  of  the  relevant  statutory  provisions  found! 

In  scrutinizing  advertisements  for  food  which  appeared  in  daily  news: 
papers  and  popular  weekly  publications,  it  was  observed  that  there  was 
tendency  for  certain  firms  to  make  claims  of  vitamin,  mineral  and  toni' 
properties  of  their  products  without  complying  with  the  provisions  of  thj 
Labelling  Order,  1953.  The  Order  requires  that  if  any  claim  is  made  t(j 
such  properties,  then  detailed  information  in  specified  form,  includin; 
quantity  in  international  units,  must  be  given. 


I 


1 


■|! 


TABLE  No.  5. 


Summary  of  Food  and  Drugs  Samples  Submitted 

to  the 

Public 

Analyst 

Proc 

ured 

Adulterated 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

FOODS  ; 

Almonds,  ground  . 

1 

Apple  jelly  . 

1 

Arrowroot  . 

1 

Baking  powder  . 

1 

Beans  in  tomato  sauce  . 

1 

Beer  . 

24 

Bread  (containing  foreign  matter)  , . 

1 

1 

Butter . 

2 

Cake,  flour,  sugar  sweetened  . 

1 

Cereal,  baby  food  .  . 

1 

Cheese  . 

3 

Cheese,  processed  . 

4 

Chewing  gum  . 

1 

Christmas  pudding  . 

1 

1  Coconut,  desiccated . 

1 

1  Cod  roe  spread,  smoked  . 

1 

1  Coffee . 

3 

1  Cofliee  bits  . 

1 

1  Crab,  dressed . . 

1 

1  Cream,  fresh . 

2 

1  Custard  powder  . 

2 

1  Dried  milk.  National  . 

1 

1  Dripping  .  . 

5 

I  Easter  eggs,  chocolate  . 

2 

1  Fat,  cooking . 

2 

1 

■  Flavour,  vanilla  . 

1 

1  Foam  crystals  . 

1 

1  Food  colour,  artificial  . 

1 

H  Food  drink  . 

1 

2 

1  Fountain  sherbert  . 

1 

H  Fruit  pudding,  apple  . 

1 

H  Fruit  salad  . 

1 

H  Gelatine  . 

1 

H  Gravy  powder  . 

1 

H  Honey  . 

1 

1 

Jam  . 

3 

1 

■  Jelly  . 

1 

Lemon  cheese  . 

1 

Lemon  quenchers  . 

1 

Lemonade  powder  . 

2 

Liver  extract . 

1 

Margarine  . 

2 

Margarine,  cake  . 

2 

MarmalciHf 

2 

1 

HI  Meringue  powder,  mock  cream  & 

1 
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TABLE  No.  5  (contd.) 


Summary  of  Food  and  Drugs  Samples  Si 

ibmitted 

to  the 

Public  Analyst 

Proc 

ured 

Adult 

erated 

Formal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

MUk  . 

14 

3 

5 

3 

Mincemeat  . 

3 

Nutmeg,  ground  . . 

1 

Pears  in  syrup  . 

1 

Pease  pudding  . 

1 

Pepper  flavoured  condiment 

1 

Pepper,  white  . 

1 

Pineapple  jelly  with  grated  pineapple 

1 

PofKorn  . 

1 

Pork  pie  . 

1 

Pudding  mixtures,  various  . 

2 

1 

Rice  . 

2 

1 

Sauce  . 

1 

Sauce  powder,  rum  flavoured  . 

1 

1 

Sausages,  beef  . 

14 

1 

Sausages,  pork  . 

9 

1 

Semolina 

1 

1 

Soup,  tomato  . 

1 

1 

Spaghetti  . 

1 

1 

Spice,  mixed . 

2 

n 

Squash,  grapefruit,  and  orange  &  apple  . 

2 

n 

Steak,  stewed  . 

1 

Stuffing,  herbal  . 

2 

Suet,  beef  . 

1 

Suet,  shredded  beef  . 

1 

Sugar  confectionery  . 

18 

17 

Tea  . 

3 

Ml 

Vinegar  . 

6 

11 

Welsh  rarebit  . 

1 

li 

DRUGS: 

Q 

Aspirin  tablets,  compound  . 

1 

1 

1 1 

Bicarbonate  of  soda  . 

2 

Ml 

Boracic  Powder  . 

2 

1 1 

Borax . 

1 

Ml 

Codein  Linctus  . 

1 

i  1 

Cough  Linctus  . 

2 

1  1 

Compound  tablets  of  codein  . 

1 

li 

Cream  of  Tartar  . 

1 

11 

Creosoted  Syrup  . 

1 

1  • 

Mentholated  Balsam . 

1 

1  '' 

Mentholated  Bronchial  Pastilles  . 

1 

1  ’ 

Nerve  tonic  . -  . 

1 

1 

Supavite  capsules 

1 

1 
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TABLE  No.  5  (contd.) 


Summary  of  Food  and  Drugs  Samples  Submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 

DRUGS  ; 

Vitamin  C  Rose  hip  &  orange  with  extra 

Glucose  . 

Vitamin  &  mineral  tablets . 

Yeast  tablets . 

Proc 

Formal 

ured 

Informal 

Adult 

Formal 

erated 

Informal 

1 

2 

1 

Total  Foods  : 

150 

62 

5 

4 

Total  Drugs  : 

20 

1 

- 

- 

Total  food  and  Drugs  : 

170 

63 

5 

4 

U  In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  samples,  22  unofficial  sampk 
H  unofficial  samples  of  ice-cream  and  322  unofficial  samples  of  m 
1  informally,  of  which  37  samples  of  milk  were  found  to  be  sub-stan 

:s  of  spirits,  24 
ilk  were  tested 
dard. 

TABLE  No.  6. 


Food  and  Drugs  Samples  Reported  not  to  be  Genuine 


Sample  No. 

Food 

Adulteration 

Action  Taken 

_ 

Bread 

Foreign  matter  due  to  grease. 

Attention  of  manufacturer 

drawn  to  matter. 

251  (Formal) 

Milk 

Dehcient  in  fat  40.0% 

Follow-up  samples  at  farm 
showed  this  sample  to  be 
sub-standard  but  genuine. 
Warning  letter  sent  to 
farmer. 

p32  (Informal) 

Milk 

Added  water  8.6  per  cent. 

Summary  proceedings  in- 

135  (Informal) 

Milk 

23  7 

>»  >>  '  >>  >> 

stituted  against  producer. 

|41  (Formal) 

Milk 

4  7 

»  '  j>  >> 

Case  dismissed. 

142  (Formal) 

Milk 

>>  »  5.6  ,,  ,, 

|43  (Formal) 

Milk 

3  7 

>»  >» 

I44  (Formal) 

Milk 

12  4 

|47  (Informal) 

Milk 

Added  water  2.8  per  cent. 

Follow  -  up  samples  were 
satisfactory. 
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Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941. 

No  contraventions  were  observed. 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts,  1887-1953. 

A  careful  watch  was  kept  upon  all  imported  foods  which  are  subject 
to  Orders  made  under  the  Act  of  1926,  and  generally  of  all  foods  which 
might  be  liable  to  a  false  trade  description.  No  contraventions  were 
observed. 

Foreign  Bodies  in  Foodstuffs. 

As  in  previous  years,  several  complaints  were  received  regarding  the 
presence  of  extraneous  matter  in  food  sold  by  retail,  and  there  appears  to 
be  an  increasing  public  awareness  of  the  necessity  of  reporting  such  cases 
to  the  Department. 

All  complaints  were  fully  investigated,  but  owing  either  to  the  lack  of  I 
sufficient  evidence,  the  unwillingness  of  the  complainant  to  appear  in  a  I 
court  of  summary  jurisdiction,  or  the  minor  character  of  the  matter,  no  I 
proceedings  were  instituted.  I 

The  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods.  I 

It  is  with  satisfaction  that  I  am  again  able  to  report  that  one  hundred  I 
per  cent,  inspection  was  carried  out  of  the  12,444  animals  slaughtered  fori 
human  consumption  at  the  Cippenham  Lodge  Farm  slaughterhouse,  I 
including  the  slaughtering  of  approximately  300  casualty  animals,  some  695 1 
visits  being  made  for  that  purpose,  including  attendance  outside  normal! 
working  hours.  The  inspection  of  meat  is  carried  out  by  those  officers  ofl 
the  Department  who  possess  the  qualification  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute! 
for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods.  I 

I  am  pleased  to  record  the  co-operation  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  officials!  i 
and  Slaughtering  Contractor  with  your  officers  in  their  efforts  to  secure  that!  1 
the  preparation  of  meat  is  carried  out  under  hygienic  conditions.  To  a  great!  j 
extent  this  has  been  achieved,  despite  the  structural  drawbacks  of  the!  (j 
premises.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  siting  of  an  Abattoir  to  serve  the!  < 
Slough  area,  will  not  be  unduly  delayed.  I 

Some  19|  tons  of  meat  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption!  t 
(see  Tables  Nos.  7  and  8)  and  was  disposed  of  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  I  i 

No  horses  were  slaughtered  for  human  consumption,  but  there  is  on(i 
shop  within  the  Borough  used  exclusively  for  the  retail  sale  of  horseflesh.  I 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-one  visits  for  the  purpose  of  examinatior!  i 
of  foods,  other  than  butcher’s  meat  were  made  at  retail  shops,  warehouse:! 
and  factories,  when  some  6f  tons  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  humai! 
consumption  and  destroyed  by  the  Department  (see  Table  No.  9).  I  . 

Nine  hundred  and  sixty-five  condemnation  certificates  were  issued  t! 
the  Ministry  of  Food  and  food  traders,  in  respect  of  unsound  meat  and  othe! 
foods.  I 

Meat  Transport.  I 

The  vehicles  used  for  the  delivery  of  meat  to  retail  butchers  in  thil 
district  have  been  found  to  be  kept  in  a  generally  clean  condition,  bil 
vehicles  of  improved  construction,  such  as  will  permit  the  hanging  dutini 
transport  of  all  meat  and  offals,  is  urgently  needed.  Following  represent! 
tions  by  the  Department,  as  mentioned  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  th! 
maintenance  in  a  cleanly  condition  of  the  protective  clothing  worn  by  thi 
men  engaged  in  meat  delivery,  has  improved.  I 
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TABLE  No.  7. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 
Ex.  Cows 

Cows 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Calves 

No.  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
inspected  . 

2,023 

450 

7,543 

1,518 

910 

Disease  except  tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

4 

3 

29 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

509 

131 

302 

103 

4 

%  of  No.  inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuberculosis  . 

25.3 

30.0 

4.0 

8.7 

0.7 

Tuberculosis  : 

1  Whole  carcases  condemned 

8 

15 

- 

- 

4 

1  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

1  organ  was  condemned  . 

175 

102 

- 

41 

4 

1  %  of  No.  inspected  affected  with 

1  tuberculosis  . 

9.0 

26.0 

- 

2.6 

0.9 

TABLE  No.  8. 


Weights  of  Condemned  Meat 


Tuberculosis 

Other  Diseases 

Earcases  .  f:. . 

cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
114  1  7 

cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

87  1  6 

Varts  of  Carcases  or  Organs  . 

71  3  7 

122  1  2 

1  Tor.ti.s  . 

186  0  14 

209  2  8 

1  Total  Weight  :  19  tons 

15  cwts.  2  qrs.  22  lbs. 

TABLE  No.  9. 


Weights  of  Canned  and  Other  Foods  Condemned  as  Unfit  for 

Human  Consumption 
lbs. 

Canned  Food 

Preserved 

Fish 

Bacon 

Imported  Meat 

11,536 

115 

330 

3 

618 

Fruit 

Cereals 

Eggs  (No.) 

Cheese 

Misc. 

1,200 

40 

— 

86 

1,295 

Total  Weight  :  6  tons  15  cwts.  3  qrs.  19  lbs. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933  and  1951. 

The  statutory  provisions  relating  to  the  humane  slaughtering  of  animals 
and  the  licensing  of  slaughtermen,  have  been  well  observed  and  no  infringe¬ 
ments  were  reported.  The  captive-bolt  type  of  humane  killer  is  used  for 
the  stunning  of  all  animals  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  slaughterhouse. 

Eleven  licences  were  renewed  and  two  new  Licences  granted  to  enablej 
the  holders  to  slaughter  animals  for  food. 
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SECTION  D. 


FACTORIES,  WORKPLACES  AND  SHOPS. 

Factories. 

With  the  concentration  of  industry  at  the  Slough  Trading  Estate,  the 
supervision  of  factories  is  a  matter  of  some  importance  for  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  deals  with  all  matters  which  under  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948, 
are  the  responsibility  of  the  District  Council,  with  the  exception  of  the 
provision  of  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  which  is  dealt  with  by  the 
Borough  Engineer. 

Routine  inspection  of  496  factories  within  the  Borough  was  regularly 
carried  out,  the  visits  made  and  results  achieved  by  your  officers  being  set 
out  in  Tables  10  and  11,  which  have  been  prepared  in  accordance  with 
Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Several  complaints  of  noise  nuisances  arising  from  industry  were 
I  investigated,  but  in  no  instance  was  the  nuisance  considered  to  be  a  matter 
in  which  effective  action  could  be  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  Slough 
Corporation  Act,  1949. 

Much  useful  work  was  achieved  at  food  manufactories  and  factories 
[provided  with  canteens,  as  these  premises  are  inspected  not  only  for  the 
[purpose  of  enforcing  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948,  but  also  under  the 
7ood  &  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  in  an  advisory  capacity  in  relation  to  the 
application  of  food  hygiene. 


TABLE  No.  10. 

Inspection  of  Factories. 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

■  Premises 

1 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

ipi)  Factories  in  which 

1  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  &  6 

1  are  to  be  enforced  by 

[1  the  Local  Authority. 

35 

136 

12 

Nil 

I  ■“)  Factories  not  included 

I I  in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
11  is  enforced  by  the  Local 

1 1  Authority. 

461 

586 

56 

Nil 

I  Other  premises  in 

I I  which  Section  7  is 

1 1  enforced  by  the  Local 
K 1  Authority  (excluding 
B  1  out- workers  premises). 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

I  1  Total  : 

496 

722 

68 

Nil 
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TABLE  No.  11. 


Improvements  Effected  at  Factories. 


- 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Particulars 

Referred 

(1) 

Fnd. 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Wantofcleanliness(S.l)  . 

7 

2 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  . 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6)  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient  . 

10 

2 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

54 

44 

- 

2 

- 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  Act 
(not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outworkers) . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

73 

49 

- 

5 

- 

These  figures  include  contraventions  carried  forward  from  previoui 
reports. 

Homework. 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  occupiers  of  factories  from  which  out-workcri 
are  employed  in  certain  specified  classes  of  work,  to  make  returns  in  thd 
prescribed  form  to  the  District  Council,  twice  yearly  in  February  anJ 
August. 

Outworkers  lists  received  during  the  year  showed  that  homework  i| 
carried  out  at  58  premises  within  the  Borough.  Nineteen  lists  in  respec 
of  81  outworkers  were  sent  to  other  local  authorities  and  lists  were  receive<| 
from  6  authorities. 

Outworkers  premises  were  regularly  inspected  by  the  district  sanitarj 
inspectors  and  in  all  cases  it  was  found  that  work  was  carried  out  undel 
satisfactory  conditions. 

Drinking  Water  Supply. 

One  request  was  received  for  approval  by  the  Council  of  a  factor! 
drinking  water  supply. 
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Shops  Act,  1950,  and  Young  Persons  Employment  Act,  1938. 

The  provisions  of  the  above-mentioned  Acts  were  found  to  be  generally 
well  observed.  The  following  inspections  were  made,  improvements 
effected  and  special  observations  taken  as  to  the  temperature  of  shops  : — 


(a) 


(b) 


Inspections  : 

Arrangements  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  shop  workers  455 

Conditions  of  employment  .  .  .  .  .  234 

Hours  of  employment  of  young  persons  .  .  .  54 

Hours  of  closing  .  138 

Sunday  trading  .  .  .  .  .  .  54 

Improvements  Effected  at  Shops  : 

Provision  of  additional  sanitary  accommodation  .  .  1 

Provision  of  washing  facilities  .  .  .  .  12 

Means  of  lighting  or  heating  improved  .  8 

Contraventions  remedied — Employment  of  Young  Persons  1 


(c) 


Special  Observations  as  to  the  Temperature  of  Shops  : 

Further  to  my  report  of  the  work  carried  out  in  1952  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  a  reasonable  temperature  in  all  parts  of  shops 
in  which  persons  are  employed,  these  investigations  were  followed 
up  and  continued  during  1953.  Several  premises  at  which 
improved  means  of  heating  had  been  installed  were  carefully 
watched  to  confirm  the  effectiveness  of  the  measures  taken  and 
other  premises  were  inspected  and  made  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  in  relation  to  temperature. 

^^orkplaces. 

As  far  as  was  found  possible,  workplaces,  including  offices,  were 
Inspected  from  time  to  time.  Fifty-four  inspections  were  carried  out  during 
Ihe  year. 


laces  of  Entertainment. 

Ten  inspections  were  made  of  buildings  used  for  the  purpose  of  public 
.p,i(j(^ntertainment. 

SECTION  E. 


iSM 
laiv  ( 

|£W> 

ilUll* 


■x'i 


GENERAL  SANITATION. 

itmospheric  Pollution  and  Smoke  Abatement. 

The  cleanliness  of  the  atmosphere  is  a  subject  which  demands  the 
josest  attention  of  your  officers. 

In  the  main,  Slough  factories  make  use  of  electricity  in  lieu  of  steam. 
:veral  factories  have  steam  raising  plant  which  is  equipped  with  appliances 
ir  indicating  and  preventing  the  emission  of  smoke.  Nevertheless, 
xasional  excessive  emissions  of  smoke  do  occur  and  receive  the  Depart- 
:nt’s  immediate  attention. 

During  the  year,  18  complaints  were  received  concerning  smoke  and 
lociated  problems.  As  a  result  239  smoke  observations  were  made  and 
addition  111  special  visits  of  investigation  were  paid  to  the  factories 
lere  executives,  engineers  and  stokers  were  interviewed. 

Both  your  Chief  and  Deputy  Chief  Officers,  who  hold  the  special 
lalification  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  smoke  inspectors,  personally 
end  to  special  problems  of  smoke  emission  which  arise  from  time  to  time. 
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During  the  year  the  Government  appointed  an  advisory  Committee  to 
enquire  and  report  on  Air  Pollution  (Beaver  Committee).  This  Committee 
have  already  published  an  interim  report  in  which  they  stress  the  need  for 
replacing  and  modifying  existing  equipment  and  education  and  training 
in  these  matters. 

With  the  important  exception  of  how  to  deal  with  the  emission  of 
sulphur  oxides  the  solution  to  the  industrial  smoke  problems  are  known. 
There  remains,  however,  the  evil  of  domestic  smoke  over  which  there  is  i 
at  present  no  legislative  control  and  therefore  which  presents  a  far  more 
difficult  problem.  Towards  a  solution  of  the  domestic  smoke  problem  are 
increased  use  of  gas  and  electricity  and  smokeless  fuels,  but  there  is  little 
incentive  for  their  use  at  the  moment,  for,  whereas  most  of  the  necessary 
apphances  are  subject  to  purchase  tax,  the  available  supplies  of  solid  smoke¬ 
less  fuels  are  very  limited  and  more  costly  than  other  kinds  of  fuel. 

As  constituent  members  of  the  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society  I 
and  the  Home  Counties  Smoke  Abatement  Advisory  Committee,  the  I 
Corporation  continue  to  show  interest  in  this  important,  although  often  I 
neglected,  aspect  of  the  Public  Health.  Your  Vice-Chairman  and  my  I 
Deputy  attended  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  former  organisation  which! 
in  1952  was  held  at  Glasgow,  and  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  continues! 
as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committees  of  both  bodies.  During  thel 
year  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  organised  an  exhibition  on  Smoke  Abate-I 
ment,  which  was  visited  by  your  officers.  I 

Offensive  Trades.  I 

The  only  offensive  trades  scheduled  under  the  Public  Health  ActJi 
1936,  which  operated  under  the  annual  consent  of  the  Corporation,  were  alj 
soap  boiler  and  a  rag  and  bone  dealer.  The  premises  were  subject  tci 
frequent  inspection  and  were  found  to  be  well  maintained.  No  complainilj 
of  nuisance  was  received.  1] 

There  are  no  special  Orders  applicable  to  the  Borough  declaring  othe!l| 
offensive  trades.  I 

House  Drainage.  1 1 

A  total  of  619  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  somJj 
134  complaints  by  members  of  the  pubhc  concerning  the  defective  conditioilJ 
of  drains  and  sanitary  fittings  and  in  supervising  remedial  works  in  progress!  j 

At  12  premises,  diainage  systems  were  re-constructed  and  at  3811 
premises  other  sanitary  improvements  were  effected.  A  number  of  hydrauli!  i 
and  smoke  tests  were  applied  to  drainage  systems.  The  cesspool  of  oim  t 
house  was  abolished  and  the  drainage  system  was  connected  to  the  publil  ' 

sewer.  I . 

Water  Supply.  I J 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  only  7  houses  at  which  the  publil  I 
water  supply  was  not  installed.  In  the  case  of  4  of  these  houses,  which  ail  } 
situated  in  a  somewhat  isolated  position,  negotiations  were  well  in  hand  fcl  | 
the  laying  of  a  water  service  pipe  from  the  nearest  water-main,  a  distanci  j 
of  some  450  yards,  towards  which  work  the  Corporation  agreed  to  make!  | 
contribution  of  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  expenses  incurred.  I  f 

Eighty-seven  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  water  supplies  arl  » 
the  following  samples  of  water  were  procured  : —  I  j 


Domestic  water  samples  .  .  .  14 

Swimming  bath  water  samples  .  42 
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Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951. 

In  pursuance  of  the  above  Act  and  Regulations  made  thereunder,  six 
premises  are  registered  for  the  use  in  bedding  and  upholstery  manufacture 
of  specified  filling  materials.  One  premises  is  licensed  annually  for  the 
storage  of  rag  flock.  All  premises  were  found  to  be  maintained  in  a  satis- 
I  factory  condition. 

SECTION  F. 


PEST  INFESTATION  CONTROL. 

Under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  the  Council  are 
[charged  with  the  carrying  out  of  pest  infestation  control  work.  The  Pest 
Infestation  Section  of  the  Department,  consisting  of  a  pest  control  officer 
ind  five  rodent  operators,  has  discharged  the  various  duties  under  the 
|following  headings  : — 

(a)  Private  dwellings— (free  service). 

(b)  Industrial  and  business  premises — (short-term  treatment — 
re-chargeable). 

(c)  Industrial  and  business  premises — (Annual  Agreement 
Scheme). 

(d)  Sewer  treatment. 

(e)  Local  authority  premises. 

(f)  Destruction  of  pests  other  than  rodents — (re-chargeable). 

A  Government  grant-in-aid  of  50  per  cent,  of  approved  expenditure 
3on  rodent  control  is  made  in  respect  of  the  treatment  of  private  dwellings, 
twers  and  local  authority  properties,  subject  to  an  efficient  control  service 
ping  maintained  by  the  local  authority. 

dent  Control. 

Prompt  notification  by  occupiers  is  essential  for  successful  rodent 
ntrol  measures.  During  the  year  the  Department  received  398  notifica- 
ns  of  infestation  by  rats  and  81  in  respect  of  mice.  In  1944  there  were 
ly  sixty-eight  such  notifications.  This  does  not  indicate  that  during  the 
t  nine  years  infestations  of  rats  and  mice  have  increased,  but  that  the 
blic  in  general  have  appreciated  the  value  of  notification.  As  a  result 
these  notifications  and  other  workof  investigation,  3,846  visits  were  made 
the  district  sanitary  inspectors  and  the  pest  control  officer,  in  addition  to 
work  of  the  rodent  operators,  summarised  in  Table  No.  14. 

No  “reservoir”  or  “major”  infestations  are  known  to  exist  within  the 
ough,  and  in  some  areas  of  the  town  a  decrease  in  infestation  is  apparent, 
improve  or  indeed  to  maintain  this  position  calls  for  the  utmost  vigilance. 

In  the  main  the  Department  practises  those  methods  of  treatment  which 
recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Your 
:ers  are  in  close  touch  with  the  Ministry  on  matters  of  research  and 
[trol  measures  and  advantage  is  taken  of  the  refresher  courses  for  rodent 
ators  which  are  held  from  time  to  time. 

No  formal  action  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1 949, 
necessary  during  the  year. 
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atment  of  Sewers. 

jAs  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  &  Fisheries,  pest  baiting 
treatment  of  sewers  were  carried  out  twice  during  the  year.  This  is 
'f^d  an  important  aspect  of  rodent  control,  as  the  relationship  between 
[tation  of  sewers  and  premises  can  be  readily  appreciated. 
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As  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  Table  No.  14,  out  of  a  total  of  550 
sewer  manholes  examined,  it  was  necessary  to  lay  only  35  poison  baits, 
indicating  that  the  degree  of  infestation  in  the  town’s  sewers  is  very  slight. 

Workable  Area  Committee  for  Rodent  Control. 

The  Council  were  represented  at  the  several  meetings  during  the  year 
of  the  above  Committee  which  comprises  the  districts  of  adjoining  local 
authorities  in  South  Bucks  and  East  Berks,  and  which  facilitates  discussion 
amongst  its  constituent  members. 

Annual  Agreement  Scheme. 

Table  No.  13  shows  the  increased  popularity  of  this  scheme  since  itj 
was  first  introduced  in  1949.  Considerable  effort  has  been  made  to  en-J 
courage  industrial  concerns  to  participate  in  the  scheme  and  it  is  now! 
considered  that  any  great  increase  is  unlikely  in  the  immediate  future.! 
Quite  a  number  of  concerns  are  under  contract  with  commercial  firms! 
speciahsing  in  rodent  treatment  work  and  a  number  of  premises  which  arel 
branches  of  multiple  firms  are  serviced  by  their  own  specialist  personnel. 

Nevertheless,  the  Council’s  scheme  meets  the  requirements  of  industria 
and  business  firms,  particularly  where  food  in  handled,  manufactured  oij 
stored,  including  industrial  canteens. 

In  addition  to  actual  treatment  for  rodents,  the  scheme  provides  foil 
periodic  visits  to  ensure  that  premises  remain  free  of  infestation. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  scheme  continues  to 
self-supporting. 

TABLE  No.  13. 


Annual  Agreement  Scheme 

Year 

No.  of  Agreements 

No.  of  separate  Premises  involved 

Total  SumB 

£  1 

1949/50 

55 

77 

754  1 

1950/51 

92 

131 

1,054  1 

1951/52 

120 

151 

1,463  1 

1952/53 

130 

163 

1,488  1 

1953/54 

132 

' 

160 

1,531  1 

Other  Pests. 

Treatment  for  the  eradication  of  pests  and  insects  other  than  rode) 
was  also  carried  out  as  follows  : — 


Wasps  nests  . 

Beetles 

Fhes 

Other  insects 


28 

25 

4 

22 
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RODENT  INFESTATION  CONTROL  (RODENT  OPERATORS). 
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SECTION  G. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Building  Licensing. 

Licences  permitting  the  execution  of  building  work  (other  than  the 
erection  of  new  houses)  has  been  dealt  with  by  the  Department  since  1945,1 
when  this  emergency  measure  was  introduced  and  became  a  local  authority! 
responsibility. 

With  the  increasing  of  the  financial  limits  of  control,  from  time  to  time! 
this  work  has  now  virtually  ceased.  During  the  past  nine  years! 
I  have  issued  some  4,400  Building  Licences  together  with  certificates  o| 
essentiality  and  authorisations  to  acquire  controlled  building  materialil 
to  the  value  of  over  ,0200,000. 

Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  1928-1936. 

During  the  year  the  Borough  Council  gave  consideration  to  the  del 
sirability  of  reviewing  the  conditions  attached  to  licences  permitting  thi 
storage  of  petroleum  spirit,  when  it  was  decided  to  adopt  the  condition! 
of  licensing  contained  in  Appendix  “J”  of  the  Home  Office  Report  cl 
November,  1951. 

As  a  result  of  this  decision,  approved  detailed  plans  of  premises  an! 
storage  installations  are  now  required  to  form  part  of  all  licences  grantelj 
and  the  position  of  the  Local  Authority  has  been  strengthened  in  its  oneroif 
task  of  administering  the  Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts,  1928-1936. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  examination  of  all  electric! 
equipment  associated  with  petroleum  service  pumps  by  the  Southeil 
Electricity  Board  on  behalf  of  the  Corporation  during  the  next  licensirl 
period. 

Petroleum  storage  within  the  Borough  may  be  classified  within  til 
following  categories  : — 

(a)  Bulk  storage. 

(i)  distribution  depots. 

(ii)  industrial  bulk  storage. 

(iii)  filling  stations. 

(b)  Can  storage  for  retail  or  wholesale  distribution. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  157  licences  in  operation  for  l| 
storage  of  513,417  gallons  of  petroleum  spirit  and  mixtures  and  2  licenT 
for  the  storage  of  some  9,720  lbs.  of  carbide  of  calcium.  Some  706  insp| 
tions  were  made  and  127  contraventions  remedied. 

The  continued  co-operation  of  the  Buckinghamshire  Fire  Brigade,  Ffc  1 
Prevention  Department,  and  assistance  given  in  the  many  problems  wh| 
arise,  is  particularly  appreciated. 


Registries  of  Female  Domestic  Servants. 

No  change  in  the  register  has  taken  place  since  my  last  report. 
Byelaws  made  by  the  Corporation  have  been  well  observed  and  no  contra\ 
tions  were  recorded. 
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Registration  of  Dealers  in  Old  Metal  and  Marine  Stores. 

The  register  of  scrap  metal  dealers  is  kept  by  the  Department.  No 
contraventions  were  observed. 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952. 

I  During  the  year.  Regulations  were  issued  to  implement  the  above- 
■nentioned  Act,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the  Department  have  been 
Appointed  by  the  Borough  Council  as  officers  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act. 
Wo  contraventions  were  observed. 
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